
Philosophy of Emotion and Feeling Syllabus Leib - Fall 2016 

 

PHH 4930: Philosophy of Emotion and Feeling 
Thursday 4:00-6:50pm, SO 300 

 

Professor Robert Leib (rleib@fau.edu) Office: SO 281B 

Office Hours: WF 10-12, and by appointment 

 

This course engages historical and contemporary work on the emotions, feelings, passions, desires, 

affects—in short, the terms through which we describe our reactions, responses, attachments and 

aversions to a shared world. What is the nature of emotion, and what is its relation to 

reason/cognition? How do emotions arise from and, in turn, come to frame our perceptions of other 

people and events, sedimented into unreflective responses (e.g. racism, misogyny)? In the words 

of Judith Butler, how does this affective framing function such that we come to view some lives 

as more worthy of concern—i.e. more grievable—than others? Can we—individually and as a 

culture—change this framing of everyday perceptions and thus come to feel otherwise? Authors 

will include Aristotle, Seneca, Descartes, Spinoza, Darwin, Freud, James, Heidegger, Lorde, 

Sontag, Butler, and Brennan, among others. 

 Required Texts:  

• What is an Emotion? Classic and Contemporary Readings, ed. Solomon (2003) 

• All other selections and articles will be posted to Blackboard 

 

Course Objectives: 

· In readings and lecture, students will survey philosophical works on the workings of emotion, 

its relation to reason, and its ethical role in personal and social transformation 

· Through class discussion, students will practice  

• effectively and concisely summarizing arguments 

• evaluating an argument with evidence from relevant texts 

• respectful dialogue, which includes listening as well as speaking 

 Through drafting and revising essay exams, students will refine their writing skills 

  

Course Evaluation: 

(1) Preparation, attendance, and participation account for 15% of the overall grade. 

[omitted] 

(2) Students will respond to 10 weekly blog assignments, worth a total of 25% of the final 

grade. Blog responses will include taking a photograph in response to a prompt, each listed in the 

weekly schedule. You may read ahead and start taking pictures in anticipation, but remain open to 

the assignment even if you believe you have fulfilled it. You will you’re your picture and response 

by midnight the night before class (Wednesday). Responses posted the week after they are due 

will be given half credit. Responses posted later than one week after they are due will be given no 

credit. Answers to the written portion of a prompt will be at least 150 words and cite at least one 

source from that week. Credit will only be given for earnest completion of the assignments. Under 

no circumstances should blog responses be sent to me directly. 

As possible strategies for approaching the blog assignments: begin by looking through the photos 

on your phone. Choose five that you did not intend to go together, and text all five to yourself. 

Look at them as a group in the text. Is there a certain pattern you see emerging? Are there certain 
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subjects you tend to take pictures of? Are there any photos you don’t remember taking? Ask 

yourself: how do I use my camera? When I post a picture to social media, what am I trying to 

convey? What are my friends trying to convey when they post photos? How many photos do you 

think you see in a day? How many are interesting? How many of them are just expected? We see 

people in our photographs looking happy most often, but what can photographs teach us about 

emotion? What makes this widely available medium particularly apt for, or possibly inept at, 

discussing philosophical themes? 

 (3) Students will complete two take-home essay exams, each worth 30%, adding up to 60% of 

the overall grade. Exams will consist of three short essays (1000 words each), each with a clear 

thesis, grammatical and stylistic quality, factual accuracy, and in-text citations. No sources will be 

needed beyond our course materials to answer these questions; however, if you end up using a text 

or website to better understand something, be sure to properly cite it. Students will have one week 

to complete the exam, which should be turned in on BlackBoard (listed in the Course Outline) 

using Turnitin. Exams graded with an A- or below may be revised and resubmitted for up to five 

extra percentage points. 

   Participation: 15% / Blog Posts 25% / Midterm Exam: 30% / 

Final Exam: 30%  

Grading Rubric for Essays: [omitted]  

Late Work, Absences, Excuses: [omitted] 

Incompletes (‘I’): [omitted]  

Code of Academic Integrity Policy Statement: [omitted] 

Disability Policy Statement: [omitted] 

Inclusive Language: [omitted] 

 

Course Outline:  

The professor reserves the right to modify this syllabus including assignments and due dates. No 

changes will significantly alter course requirements or reading load. The professor also reserves 

the right to give quizzes and small assignments without notice.  

 

Aug 25th: Introductions and Expectations 

 

September 1st: Anger, Logos, and Eros—On Self-Control and Self-Creation 

 

Blog Assignment: Take of picture of something that makes you angry: say why and 

whether you deem your anger appropriate or not. 

• Solomon, What Is An Emotion? pp. 1-18: selections from Aristotle and Seneca 

• BB: Plato, selection from Republic, Book 4 (434a-444e) 

• BB: Audre Lorde, “The Uses of Anger”  

• Michel Foucault, “Self-Writing” (1984): 

http://foucault.info/documents/foucault.hypomnemata.en.html 

http://foucault.info/documents/foucault.hypomnemata.en.html


Philosophy of Emotion and Feeling Syllabus Leib - Fall 2016 

 

 

Sept 8th: Seventeenth Century Passions and Affects  

 

Blog Assignment: Take a picture illustrating one of the idea expressed in one of 

Spinoza’s definitions of the emotions, either literally or metaphorically (Solomon pp. 36-

40). Caption the picture with the definition. (This need not be 150 words)  

• Solomon pp. 20-43: Descartes’ Passions of the Soul (1649) and Spinoza’s Ethics (1677) 

• BB: selections from Deleuze, Spinoza: Practical Philosophy, pp. 3-30 (1970)  

 

Sept 15th: Eighteenth Century Sympathy and the Moral Sentiments 

 

Blog Assignment: Take a picture of magazine advertisement you deem sentimental or 

sympathetic: what evokes this assessment in you? How does the sense in which we tend to 

use these terms differ from Hume’s or Smith’s understandings of these terms? 

• Solomon pp. 44-54: David Hume, A Treatise of Human Nature (1739);  

• Adam Smith, selections from Theory of Moral Sentiments (1759) 

 

Sept 22nd: Nineteenth Century Darwinian and Pragmatic Theories of Emotion  

 

Blog Assignment: Think of someone you feel strongly about and try to hide the emotion 

you naturally feel with an opposite emotion (e.g. as if you’re being very polite to someone 

you loathe). Take a picture of your face expressing an emotion you’re hiding. 

• Solomon pp. 55-76 and 84-97: selections from Charles Darwin, The Expression of 

Emotion in Man and Animals (1872); William James, “What Is an Emotion?” (1884); 

John Dewey, “The Theory of Emotion” (1895) 

 

Sept 29th: Psychoanalytic Approaches to Emotion and the Unconscious: Affect  

 

Blog Assignment: Try to take a picture that would make others anxious. If this proves 

difficult, explain why. Find an image on google that shows what you would have liked to 

capture to supplement your explanation. 

• Solomon pp. 98-109: Sigmund Freud, “The Unconscious” and “Anxiety” (1915) 

• BB: Silvan Tompkins, What are Affects? (1961) 

 

October 6th: Phenomenological Approaches to Emotion: Mood  

 

Blog Assignment: Take a picture of something that one uses for a specific purpose (like a 

bottle opener) being used in some other way (like for writing). Alternatively, take a 

picture of something visibly broken.  

• BB: Martin Heidegger, Being and Time (1927): §15: “The Being of Beings Encountered 

in the Surrounding World,” §16: “The Worldly Character of the Surrounding World 

Announcing itself in Innerworldly Beings,” §29: “Da-sein as Attunement,” §30: “Fear as 

a Mode of Attunement” 

• Solomon pp. 180-190: Charles Guignon, “Moods in Heidegger’s Being and Time (1984)  

• Solomon pp. 191-195: Jean-Paul Sartre, “The Emotions: A Sketch of a Theory” (1939) 
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Oct 13th: Phenomenological Approaches to Emotion: Embodiment  

 

Blog Assignment: Take a picture that feels disembodied—i.e. is a view that would not be 

possible from a normal standing or sitting position, is wholly vacant, or is illusory in 

some way. Caption the picture with a quote from Merleau-Ponty. (This need not 

necessarily be 150 words) 

• BB: Maurice Merleau-Ponty, selections from The World of Perception (1948) 

• BB: Lisa Guenther, “Living Relationality” (2013)  

• BB: Thomas Fuchs, “The Psychopathology of Hyperreflexivity” (2010), and "Embodied 

Affectivity: On Moving and Being Moved,” (2014)  

 

 

Oct 20th: Take-Home Midterm Exam, No Class Meeting 

 

Midterm Take-Home Essay Exam –  
Due: Sunday, October 23rd by 11:59pm on BlackBoard  

Format: Word doc, titled YourLastName_Exam1 
 

Oct 27th: Communal Emotions: Fanaticism  

 

Blog Assignment: Take a picture that expresses fanaticism for something (e.g., a group of 

sports fans, a yard full of squirrel statues, etc.). Can fanaticism be understood as an 

individual quirk, or does it inevitably arise from the social? 

• BB: Martin Heidegger, “The Self-Assertion of the German University” (1933) 

• BB: Ernst Cassirer, selections from The Myth of the State: “Myth and the Psychology of 

Emotions”, “The Function of Myth in Man’s Social Life,” and “The Technique of 

Modern Political Myths” (1946)  

• BB: Victor Klemperer, selections from The Language of the Third Reich: “Heroism 

(Instead of an Introduction)”, “The First Three Words of Nazi Language”, “Fanatical” 

(1948) 

 

 

November 3rd: Communal Emotions: Paranoia 

 

Blog Assignment: Take a picture looking into a Security camera you see as you go about 

your business. Recount how you felt while taking the picture and why. 

• BB: James Hillman, “On Paranoia” (1986) 

• BB: Teresa Brennan, selections, Age of Paranoia (cir.1998) 

• BB: David Harper, “The Politics of Paranoia: Paranoid Positioning and Conspiratorial 

Narratives in the Surveillance Society” (2008) 

 

   

Nov 10th: Framing Our Attention to Suffering 
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Blog Assignment: Take a portrait of someone who is not like you, not of your ‘culture’. 

Make sure you ask permission to use their portrait for your class blog. Who is this 

person, and how did you meet? If you cannot find one, why not?   

 

• BB: Susan Sontag, selection from Regarding the Pain of Others (2004) 

• BB: Butler, selections from Frames of War, “Torture and the Ethics of Photography: 

Thinking with Sontag” (2010) 

 

 

Nov 17th: Framing Our Attention to Suffering, continued 

 

• BB: George Orwell, selection from 1984: “Appendix on Newspeak” (1949) 

• BB: News Pack: Political Correctness & Radical Islamic Terrorism (2014-2016)  

• BB: Judith Butler, selections from Precarious Life: “Explanation and Exoneration; Or: 

What We Can Hear” (2004) 

 

Nov 24th: Thanksgiving, NO CLASSES 

 

Dec 1st: TBD 

 

Final Take-Home Essay Exam –  
Due: Thursday, Dec. 8th by 11:59pm on BlackBoard 

Format: Word doc, titled YourLastName_Exam2 
 

  


