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PHP 4782: Phenomenology 
Tuesday, Thursday, 9:30-10:50, SO 270 

 

Professor Robert Leib (rleib@fau.edu) Office: SO 281B 

Office Hours: T 11-1, W F 9-11, or by appointment 

3 Credits 

 

This course engages historical and contemporary approaches to the phenomenological method, 

which is an important methodological strain in post-Kantian philosophy describes first and most 

eloquently by Husserl as: “to the things themselves!” 

Phenomenology is conceived of in several ways, as we will see, but broadly, it is intended to be 

the philosophical science of experience as it is lived. This means that phenomenologists strive to 

put away all metaphysical doctrines and dogmas in an attempt to catch sight of how we are with 

things. The backbone of phenomenological analysis is the concept of intentionality, which posits 

that consciousness is always consciousness of something. Phenomenology also eschews the 

psychological terminology of brain states and neurological firings, as well as the epistemological 

language of representation, in lieu of a language that gives the world back to consciousness in a 

direct manner—i.e. things instead intimately belong to embodied consciousness in their modes of 

‘presentation’ or ‘unveiling’. In other words, we ‘have’ them as they ‘are’. In general, 

phenomenology ignores the so-called ‘natural’ distinction between subject and object, but since 

this way of thinking is so deeply ingrained in the Western philosophical consciousness, we must 

all work hard to follow its guidance in this matter. 

Authors will include Brentano, Husserl, Heidegger, Arendt, Merleau-Ponty, Levinas, Derrida, and 

multiple living philosophers who apply the phenomenological method to contemporary social and 

political issues. 

A Word of Advice (heed it!): 

Phenomenology is an area of philosophy with its own unique vocabulary, methods, and ways of 

thinking. Due to its technical vocabulary, studying phenomenology is like learning a new 

language. Pay very close attention to how terms are defined and used and take reading notes in 

addition to class notes. You cannot expect that my lectures will make everything clear to you 

immediately. You are largely responsible for your own way of organizing this inquiry. If you do 

not read actively and make a strong effort learn the meanings of key terms (and how to use them), 

you will be lost the entire semester, and your final grade will reflect this. 

At points, I have assigned secondary resources (Sokolowski’s Introduction to Phenomenology, 

Ihde’s Experimental Phenomenology, and Zahavi’s Husserl’s Phenomenology, etc.) to help you 

understand the readings. The relevant chapters will be posted on Blackboard. I will post my lecture 

slides on Blackboard each week after lecture to help concretize the reading and to re-iterate key 

terms and explanations. Keep in mind that studying phenomenology can feel like learning how to 

think in a completely different way. Confusion and disorientation are a part of the learning process, 

so don’t despair if you struggle with the assigned readings. Philosophy is hard for everyone. As 

you read, pay attention to what confuses you and bring your questions to class for discussion. 
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 Required Texts:  

• The Phenomenology Reader, edited by 

Dermot Moran and timothy Mooney (2002) 

ISBN: 978-0-415-22422-2. Sections of this 

text are denoted on the reading schedule as 

(PR). 

• All other readings will be provided through 

BlackBoard, and are denoted on the reading 

schedule as (BB). 

 

Course Objectives: 

• In readings and lecture, students will survey philosophical works on the roots of classical 

phenomenology, its relation to consciousness and being, and its ethical role in personal and 

social transformation. 

• Through class discussion, students will practice:  

• effectively and concisely summarizing arguments, 

• evaluating an argument with evidence from relevant texts, 

• respectful dialogue, which includes listening as well as speaking. 

• Through drafting and revising reflection papers and essay exams, students will refine 

their writing skills. 

 

Course Evaluation: 

(1) Preparation, attendance, and participation account for 10% of the overall grade. 

[omitted] 

(2) Students will write three (3) short reflection papers, worth a total of 30% of the final 

grade. Papers will be approximately 1200-1500 words (4-5 pages). Reflection papers may vary in 

style, but may require the student to include a thesis statement in the first paragraph, of which the 

rest of the paper is an attempt to demonstrate, making use of assigned and optional texts, class 

notes, and the professor’s PowerPoint presentations. More information will be given at the time of 

the assignment(s). Late response papers without an official excuse will be penalized one half a 

letter grade for each day they are late (including weekend days). 

 (3) Students will complete two take-home essay exams, each worth 30%, adding up to 60% of 

the overall grade. Exams will consist of three short essays (1000 words each), each with a clear 

thesis, grammatical and stylistic quality, factual accuracy, and in-text citations. No sources will be 

needed beyond our course materials to answer these questions; however, if you end up using a text 

or website to better understand something, be sure to properly cite it. Students will have one week 

to complete the exam, which should be turned in on BlackBoard (listed in the Course Outline) 

using Turnitin. Exams graded with an A- or below may be revised and resubmitted for up to five 

extra percentage points. 

   Participation: 10% / Reflection Papers 30% / Midterm Exam: 

30% / Final Exam: 30%  



Phenomenology Syllabus Leib - Spring 2017 

 3 

Grading Rubric for Essays: [omitted]  

Late Work, Absences, Excuses: [omitted] 

Incompletes (‘I’): [omitted]  

Code of Academic Integrity Policy Statement: [omitted] 

Disability Policy Statement: [omitted] 

Inclusive Language: [omitted] 

 

Course Outline:  

The professor reserves the right to modify this syllabus including assignments and due dates. No 

changes will significantly alter course requirements or reading load. The professor also reserves 

the right to give quizzes and small assignments without notice.  

 

Jan 10 & 12: Introductions, Expectations, Background: Why is Phenomenology Necessary? 

• BB: Sokolowski, Introduction to Phenomenology, Chs 1 & 2 

• BB: Ihde, Experimental Phenomenology, Ch 1  

 

Jan 17 & 19: Conceptual & Historical Background to the Problem 

• BB: Descartes, Meditations on First Philosophy, 1 & 2  

• BB: Locke, Essay Concerning Human Understanding, selections 

 

• BB: Kant, Critique of Pure Reason, Prefaces A and B and Doctrine of the Elements Pt. 

II. Div. I. Bk. I. Ch II 

• PR: Editor’s Introduction, pp.1-16 

 

Jan 24 & 26: Brentano: Descriptive Psychology & Psychic Phenomena 

• PR: I.2, “The Distinction Between Mental and Physical Phenomena”, §§ 1-6, pp. 35-43, 

§9, pp. 46-48 

• PR: I.3, “Descriptive Psychology of Descriptive Phenomenology”, pp. 51-54 

 

• BB: Zahavi, Husserl’s Phenomenology, Ch 1 

• PR: II.2, “Consciousness as Intentional Experience”, §§9-14, pp. 78-88, Appendix to §11 

and §20, pp. 104-106 

 

Jan 31 & Feb 2: Husserl: Pure Phenomenology & The Noetic Act  

• BB: Sokolowski, Introduction to Phenomenology, Chs 4 & 7 

• PR: II.1, “Introduction to the Logical Investigations”, §3, pp. 69-71 

• PR: II.4, “Pure Phenomenology, its Method, and its Field of Investigation”, pp. 124-133 

 

• BB: Ihde, Experimental Phenomenology, Ch 2 

• PR: II.5, “Noesis and Noema”, §§ 87-91, pp. 134-141, and §94, pp. 144-146 

• Optional: BB: Carmen, Entry on Husserl and Heidegger 
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Feb 7 & 9: Heidegger: Fundamental Ontology & Being-in-the-World 

• PR: VI.2, “The Fundamental Discoveries of Phenomenology”, §5a, pp. 257-260, and 

§§5c-6, pp. 264-277 (omit §5b) 

• Optional: BB: Moran, “Martin Heidegger’s Transformation of Phenomenology” and 

“Heidegger’s Being and Time” 

 

• PR: VI.3, “The Phenomenological Method of Investigation”, pp. 278-287 

 

Feb 14 & 16 (Reflection Paper #1 Due): Heidegger & Arendt: Publicness & the World 

• PR: VI.4, “The Worldhood of the World,” pp. 288-307 

 

• PR: VIII.1, “What is Existenz Philosophy?”, pp.345-361 

 

Feb 21 & 23:  Sartre: Existentialism & Phenomenology 

• BB: Sartre, Basic Writings, selections 

• PR: IX.3, “Bad Faith”, pp. 408-420 

Feb 28 & Mar 2: Merleau-Ponty: Embodied Phenomenology & Perception 

• PR: PR: X.1, “The Body as Object and Mechanistic Physiology”, pp. 427-435 

• BB: Weiner, “Inhabiting the Phenomenology of Perception” 

 

• PR: X.2, “The Primacy of Perception and Its Philosophical Consequences”, pp. 436-459 

 

Mar 7 & 9: Spring Break, No Class Meetings 

 

Midterm Take-Home Essay Exam –  
Due: Sunday, March 12th, by 11:59pm on BlackBoard  

Format: Word doc, titled YourLastName_Exam1 
 

Mar 14 & 16: Emmanuel Levinas: Otherness & Ethicality 

• PR: XII.1, “Ethics and the Face”, pp. 515-528 

• BB: Descartes, 3rd Meditation 

 

• BB: Levinas & Kearney, “A Dialogue with Emmanuel Levinas” 

• BB: Beavers, “Introducing Levinas to Undergraduate Philosophers” 

  

Mar 21 & 23: Body & Gender 

• BB: Young, “Throwing Like A Girl” 

 

• BB: Beauvoir, The Second Sex, Introduction  
• PR: Ahmed, The Promise of Happiness, “Feminist Killjoys” 

 

Mar 28 & 30: (Reflection Paper #2 Due) Disability & Different Abilities 

• BB: Ahmed, Queer Phenomenology, Introduction 
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• BB: Carel, Illness: The Cry of the Flesh, Introduction, Chs 1&3  

 

Apr 4 & 6: Race & Colonial Structures of Experience 

• BB: Fanon, Black Skin, White Masks, Ch 5, “The Lived Experience of the Black Man”, 
pp. 89-119 
 

• BB: Guenther, Solitary Confinement: Social Death and its Afterlives, Introduction & 

Ch3, “The Racialization of Criminality and the Criminalization of Race”  

 

Apr. 11 & 13: Experiencing Animals & the Phenomenology of the Non-Human 

 

• BB: Heidegger, The Fundamental Concepts of Metaphysics, pp. 192-200 

• BB: Agamben, The Open: Animal and Man, pp. 29-47 

• BB: Bailly, The Animal Side, pg. 1-22 

 

• BB: Derrida, The Animal That Therefore I Am, pg. 1-29 

 

Apr 18 & 20 (Reflection Paper #3 Due): Phenomenologies of Place 

 

• BB: Tuan, Space and Place, Chapters 6 & 7 

 

• BB: Heidegger, Poetry, Language, Thought, “Building, Dwelling, Thinking” 

 

 

Final Take-Home Essay Exam –  
Due: Thursday, April 27th, by 11:59pm on BlackBoard 

Format: Word doc, titled YourLastName_Exam2 
 

  


