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PHI 4700: Philosophy of Religion 
Tuesday, Thursday, 9:30-10:50, AL 338 

 

Professor Robert Leib (rleib@fau.edu) Office: SO 281B 

Office Hours: T 11-1, W F 9-11, or by appointment 

3 Credits (6 homework hours/week) 

 

This course engages historical and contemporary approaches to the philosophy of religion, from a 

pluralistic perspective. We will read both traditional and contemporary texts from many of the 

major world religions, including Hinduism, Buddhism, Zen, Confucianism, Taoism, Judaism, 

Christianity, and Islam, along with multiple living philosophers who explore the questions of 

religious diversity, the attributes of God, the arguments for God’s existence, the nature of faith, 

the nature of religious experience, and the problem of evil. 

A Word of Advice (heed it!): 

Despite the fact that all of us have some baseline familiarity with one or several of the major world 

religions, the study of these systems and the meta-level philosophy of religion are technically 

difficult disciplines. We will do some of both in this class for a comprehensive overview of the 

philosophical study on the topic of religion. As you read, pay very close attention to how terms 

are defined and used and take reading notes in addition to class notes. You cannot expect that my 

lectures will make everything clear to you immediately. You are largely responsible for your own 

way of organizing and tracking the development of this inquiry. If you do not read actively and 

make a strong effort learn the meanings of key terms (and how to use them), you will be tempted 

to fall back on platitudes, biases, or personal experience, which will not pass for philosophical 

analysis. Without reading on schedule and keeping good notes, you will likely be lost in this class, 

and your final grade will reflect it. 

On the other hand, some confusion and disorientation are a natural part of the learning process, so 

don’t despair if you struggle with the assigned readings and how to organize your thoughts. 

Philosophy is hard for everyone. As you read, pay attention to what confuses you and bring your 

questions to class for discussion. I will post my lecture slides on Canvas each week after lecture 

to help concretize the reading and to re-iterate key terms and explanations. 

 

 Required Texts:  

• The Ways of Religion, 3rd ed., edited by Roger Eastman (1999) ISBN: 978-0-19-511835-3. 

Sections of this text are denoted on the reading schedule as (WR). 

• The Philosophy of Religion Reader, edited by Chad Meister (2007) ISBN: 978-0415408912. 

Sections of this text are denoted on the reading schedule as (PR). 

• All other required readings will be provided through Canvas, and are denoted on the reading 

schedule as (CV). 

 

Recommended Texts: 

• The World’s Religions, by Huston Smith (1991) ISBN: 0-06-250811-3 

 

mailto:rleib@fau.edu
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Course Objectives: 

• In readings and lecture, students will survey works on the nature of the world’s diverse 

religious traditions, and the philosophical arguments that arise from these, including the 

challenges of pluralism, the arguments for God, gods, or another impersonal ultimate 

reality, the nature of religious experience, and the problem of evil, among other topics.   

• Through class discussion, students will practice:  

• effectively and concisely summarizing arguments, 

• evaluating an argument with evidence from relevant texts, 

• respectful dialogue, which includes listening as well as speaking. 

• Through drafting and revising reflection papers and essay exams, students will refine 

their writing skills. 

 

Course Evaluation: 

(1) Preparation, attendance, and participation account for 10% of the overall grade. 

[omitted] 

 (2) Students will write three (3) short reflection papers, worth a total of 30% of the final 

grade. Papers will be approximately 1200-1500 words (4-5 pages). Reflection papers may vary in 

style, but may require the student to include a thesis statement in the first paragraph, of which the 

rest of the paper is an attempt to demonstrate, making use of assigned and optional texts, class 

notes, and the professor’s PowerPoint presentations. More information will be given at the time of 

the assignment(s). Late response papers without an official excuse will be penalized one half a 

letter grade for each day they are late (including weekend days). 

 (3) Students will complete two take-home essay exams, each worth 30%, adding up to 60% 

of the overall grade. Exams will consist of three short essays (1000 words each), each with a clear 

thesis, grammatical and stylistic quality, factual accuracy, and in-text citations. No sources will be 

required beyond our course materials to answer these questions; however, if you end up using a 

text or website to better understand something, be sure to properly cite it. Students will have one 

week to complete the exam, which should be turned in on Canvas (listed in the Course Outline) 

using Turnitin.  

   Participation: 10% / Reflection Papers 30% / Midterm Exam: 

30% / Final Exam: 30%  
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Grading Rubric for Exams: [omitted] 

Late Work, Absences, Excuses: [omitted] 

Incompletes (‘I’): [omitted] 

Code of Academic Integrity Policy Statement: [omitted] 

Disability Policy Statement: [omitted] 

Inclusive Language: [omitted] 

 

Course Outline:  

The professor reserves the right to modify this syllabus including assignments and due dates. No 

changes will significantly alter course requirements or reading load. The professor also reserves 

the right to give quizzes and small assignments without notice.  

Students should expect two hours of preparatory work outside of class for every credit hour. For 

this class, you should be allotting 6 hours of time for reading/writing per week (on average). 

 

Aug 22 & 24: Introductions, Expectations, Background & Hinduism  

 

• CV: Caputo, "Modernity and the Eclipse of Truth" and "What Do We Do with Religious 

Truth?", pp. 21-65 

• WR: Gandhi, “I am but a Seeker After Truth”, pp. 65-74 

 

• Recommended: Smith, Ch 2, “Hinduism” 

 

Aug 29 & 31: Hinduism & Buddhism  

 

• WR: “Hinduism Introduction” and Radhakrishnan, “The Hindu View of Life”, pp. 13-21 

• WR: “Creation Hymn”, p. 23, “Selections, The Upanishads”, pp. 27-39 and “Selections, 

Bhagavad-Gita”, pp. 40-52 

• WR: Yoga: The Discipline of Freedom, pp. 53-58 

 

• WR: “Buddhism Introduction” and “The Roar of Awakening” and “Buddhahood”, pp. 

77-90 

• WR: “Selections, The Dhammapada”, pp. 99-104  

• WR: Coomaraswamy, “The Mahayana and the Ideal of Bodisattva”, pp. 110-115 

• Recommended: Smith, Ch 3, “Buddhism” 

 

Sept 5 & 7: Zen & Taoism  

 

• WR: “Zen Introduction” and “The Essence of Zen” and “Zen Dust: the Koan”, pp. 131-

43 

• WR: Suzuki, “Be like a Frog”, pp. 154-59 

• CV: The Gateless Barrier (Mumonkan), selections, pp. 49-76 
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• WR: “Taoism Introduction” and “The Old Master and His Book”, pp. 215-25 

• WR: “Selections: Tao Te Ching” and “Selections, Chuang Zu”, pp. 226-39 

• WR: Smith, “Tao Now”, pp. 246-253 

• Recommended: Smith, Ch 5, “Taoism” 

 

Sept 12 & 14: Confucianism  

 

• WR: “Introduction” and Creel, “Confucius and the Struggle for Human Happiness”, pp. 

163-75 

• WR: “Selections, The Analects” and “Selections, The Book of Mencius”, pp. 176-92 

 

• WR: Julia Ching, “Confucianism in Perspective”, pp. 201-206 

• WR: Fingarette, “A Confucian Metaphor—The Holy Vessel”, pp. 207-11 

• Recommended: Smith, Ch 4, “Confucianism” 

 

Sept 19 & 21: Judaism & Christianity  

 

• WR: “Introduction” and de Lange, “What is Judaism?”, pp. 287-92 

• WR: Finkelstein, “Nothing is Ordinary”, pp. 293-300 

• WR: “Selections, The Holy Scriptures”, pp. 301-12 

• Recommended: Smith, Ch 7, “Judaism” 

 

• WR: “Introduction” and Perrin, “Ways of Being Religious in the New Testament”, pp. 

337-42 

• WR: “Selections, The New Testament”, pp. 343-52  

• WR: Augustine, “Selections, The Confessions”, pp. 364-72 

• Recommended: Smith, Ch 8, “Christianity” 

 

Sept 26 & 28: Islam  

 

• WR: “Introduction” and Esposito, “Muhammad, Prophet of God”, pp. 397-405 

• WR: “Selections, “The Koran”, pp. 406-415 

• WR: Rahman “The Qur’ānic Teaching, pp. 416-21 

• WR: al-Faruqi, “Moments of the Religious Life”, 428-34 

• Recommended: Smith, Ch 6, “Islam” 

 

(Reflection Paper #1 Due Oct 3rd) 

 

Oct 3 & 5:  Religious Diversity  

 
• WR: Hick, “Epilogue: A Personal Note”, pp. 530-35  

• PR: 1.1, Hick, “Religious Pluralism and the Pluralistic Hypothesis”, pp. 9-25 

 

• PR: 1.3, Plantinga, “A Defense of Religious Exclusivism”, pp. 40-59 
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• PR: 1.4, Runzo, “Religious Relativism”, pp. 60-78  

• Recommended: Smith, Ch 10, “A Final Examination” 

 

Oct 10 & 12: The Nature of God  

 

• PR: 2.6, Avicenna, “God’s Nature and Knowledge”, pp. 93-99 

• PR: 2.8, Boethius, “Providence, Foreknowledge, and Free Will”, pp. 108-18 

• PR: 2.9, Aquinas, “Omnipotence”, pp. 119-22 

 

• PR: 3.17, Aquinas, “The Classical Cosmological Argument”, pp. 193-196 

• PR: 3.19, Mackie, “A Critique of Cosmological Arguments”, pp. 215-226 

 

Oct 17 & 19: Arguments for and against God’s Existence I: Cosmological & Teleological 

Arguments  

 

• PR: 3.21, Paley, “The Classical Design Argument,” pp. 251-55 

• PR: 3.22, Behe, “A Recent Intelligent Design Argument,” pp. 256-66 

• PR: 3.24, Hume, “A Critique of the Design Argument”, pp. 279-288 

 

Midterm Take-Home Essay Exam –  
Due: Sunday, October 22nd, by 11:59pm on Canvas  

Format: Word doc, titled YourLastName_Exam1 
 

 

Oct 24 & 26: Arguments for and against God’s Existence II: Ontological Argument         

  

• PR: 3.25, Anselm, “The Classical Ontological Argument”, pp. 291-94 

• PR: 3.26, Gaunilo, “Response to Anselm”, pp. 295-99 

 

• PR: 3.27, Kant, “A Critique of the Ontological Argument”, pp. 300-305 

• PR: 3.28, Hartshorne, “A Recent Ontological Argument”, pp. 306-12 

 

(Reflection Paper #2 Due Nov 2nd) 

 

Oct 31 & Nov 2: Faith, Reason, and Evidence  

 

• PR: 4.32, Clifford, “The Ethics of Belief”, pp. 359-65 

• PR: 4.33, James, “The Will to Believe”, pp. 366-78 

 

• PR: 4.34, Plantinga, “Belief in God as Properly Basic”, pp. 379-88 

• PR: 4.35, Pascal, “The Wager”, pp. 389-94 

 

Nov 7 & 9: The Self & the Human Condition  
 

• PR: 6.41, Mencius, “Human Nature is Naturally Good”, pp. 447-50 
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• PR: 6.42, Nietzsche, “The Noble Human Being”, pp. 451-57 

 

• PR: 6.43, Nagarjuna, “The Empty Self”, pp. 458-63 

• PR: 6.44, Suzuki, “Karma and the Self in Zen Buddhism”, pp. 464-72 

 

Nov 21 (no class Nov 23): Religious Experience  

 

• PR: 7.45, James, “Mysticism”, pp. 476-484 

• PR: 7.47, Suzuki, “Satori/Enlightenment”, pp. 491-501 

• PR: 7.48, Freud, “Religious Ideas as Wish Fulfillments”, pp. 502-5 

 

(Reflection Paper #3 Due Nov 30th) 

 

Nov 28 & 30: The Problem of Evil  

 

• PR: 8.50, Rowe, “The Problem of Evil”, pp. 526-36 

• PR: 8.51, Hick, “A Soul-Making Theodicy”, 537-49 

• PR: 8.52, Plantinga, “A Free Will Defense”, pp. 550-63 

 

 

Final Take-Home Essay Exam –  
Due: Thursday, December 7th, by 11:59pm on Canvas 

Format: Word doc, titled YourLastName_Exam2 
 

  


