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PHH 3420: Early Modern Philosophy  
Wednesday, Friday, 2:00-3:50, SO 370 

 

Professor Robert Leib (rleib@fau.edu) Office: SO 281B 

Office Hours: WF 10:00-12:00, W 1:00-2:00, TR 12:30-2:00  

(and by appointment) in SO 281B or by email 

3 Credits (approx. 6 hours of reading and writing/week) 

 

This course is a core requirement for Philosophy majors at FAU. This means that it has the dual 

aims of 1) examining a significant portion of philosophical history through a sustained encounter 

with primary source texts, and 2) developing the kinds of skills necessary for the successful 

practice of philosophy both in the academy, and as a larger life pursuit. We will cover the history 

of epistemological, metaphysical, physical, social, political, and religious thought from the time 

of Thomas Hobbes until the time of David Hume. W.T. Jones’ reader will provide the background 

narrative for our close study of primary texts by Hobbes, Descartes, Spinoza, Leibniz, Locke, 

Berkeley, and Hume. The course at present has a cooperative focus, meaning that a third of the 

students’ grade revolves around active participation (asking questions, writing responses, and 

discussing them) in small discussion groups each day of class (approx. 30 mins/class). If a student 

is uninterested in cooperative group discussion, they ought to enroll in this requirement in the 

future, under a different professor. The midterm and final papers provide the opportunity to shape 

these reflections into definite research interests in the history of philosophy, while at the same time 

practicing precision and appropriate brevity in the argumentative essay genre.   

A Word of Advice (heed it!): 

This course requires a significant amount of reading and writing; you should use the daily writing 

to help enhance your reading and your research papers. As you read, pay very close attention to 

how terms are defined and used and take reading notes in addition to class notes. You cannot 

expect that your group discussion or my lectures will make everything clear to you immediately. 

You are largely responsible for your own way of organizing and tracking the development of this 

inquiry, though the daily writing is designed to help. If you do not read actively and make a strong 

effort learn the meanings of key terms (and how to use them), you will be tempted to fall back on 

platitudes, biases, or personal experience, which will not pass for philosophical analysis in this 

class. We are focusing here on texts more than ideas, meaning that every idea has a larger text and 

context in terms of which it must be understood. As individual readers, we can discern these 

through a careful study and guided experience of the texts themselves. Without reading on 

schedule and keeping good notes, however, you will likely be lost in this class, and your final 

grade will reflect it. 

On the other hand, it is important to note that some confusion and disorientation are a natural part 

of the learning process. Don’t despair if you struggle with the assigned readings and how to 

organize your thoughts; just make sure you complete every assignment. For material like this, it 

truly helps to reserve the same time on the same days to read it. Routine helps you break down 

complex ideas in order to build them back up into research. Completing successful research is your 

only task in this class. Philosophy is hard for everyone, but it can belong to anyone who perseveres. 

As you read, pay attention to what confuses you and bring your questions to class for discussion.   

mailto:rleib@fau.edu
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 Required Versions of the Texts:  

• Amazon list (to check used prices): 

http://a.co/2a0W8Kr  

• W.T. Jones, A History of Western 

Philosophy, Volume III: Hobbes to Hume, 

2nd ed. (1969) ISBN: 978-0-15-538314-2 

• Thomas Hobbes, Leviathan, with selected 

variants from the Latin edition of 1668 

(1994) ISBN 978-0872201774 

• The Rationalists: Descartes, Discourse on 

Method & Meditations, Spinoza, The Ethics, 

Leibniz, The Monadology, Discourse on 

Metaphysics (1974) ISBN 978-0-385-

09540-2 

• The Empiricists: Locke, An Essay 

Concerning Human Understanding, 

Berkeley, Principles of Knowledge, Three 

Dialogues, Hume, An Enquiry Concerning 

Human Understanding (1974) ISBN 978-0-

385-09622-5 

• All other readings will be provided through 

handout, and are noted on syllabus as 

(handout). 

 

      
 

• Note: Because the focus of this class will 

be the texts themselves, no alternate 

editions may be used. No ebook/pdf 

versions may be used in place of the paper 

books. 

 

Course Objectives: 

• In readings, small and large group discussion, and lectures, students will survey works on 

themes from the early modern period in Europe, such as the changing views on cosmology, 

existence, matter, motion, perception/sensation, imagination, memory, (innate) ideas, 

knowledge, thinking (association of ideas), identity, causality, science, nature, will, God, 

power, and method. The research papers will focus on one or some of these more than the 

others, depending on the students’ interests.  

• With regard to essay composition and presentation, students will be able to speak and write 

cogently about ideas endemic to the period of philosophy between Hobbes and Hume. They 

will also being able to consider and speak about their positionality as authors, including 

the distance between themselves and the authors on which they will be writing—i.e., their 

own historicity as scholars.  

• Through class discussion, students will practice:  

• effectively and concisely summarizing arguments, 

• evaluating an argument with evidence from relevant texts, 

• respectful dialogue, which includes listening as well as speaking. 

• Through daily writing, discussion in small groups, pre-essay assignments, and two 

research essays, students will refine their analytic and writing skills. 

 

Course Evaluation: 

 

(1) Preparation, attendance, and participation account for 10% of the overall grade. [omitted] 

http://a.co/2a0W8Kr
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(2) Students will complete a daily writing assignment for each day the class meets (after the first). 

They must be completed before class and brought in hard copy to discuss, and handed in at the 

end. Together, these assignments and activities are worth a total of 30% of the final grade. 

Sometimes more than one assignment may be requested for a single day. More information on 

these “check-in” assignments will be given closer to the time of the assignment(s). Late writing 

assignments will not be given credit unless the absence is excused. Emailed assignments, 

regardless of whether sent before or after class, will not be accepted. Exceptional daily writing 

assignments may count for double points at the professor’s discretion. If you complete all 

writing assignments, this means extra credit is possible. The professor also reserves the right to 

give quizzes and small assignments without notice, which will fall under this grade. 

 (3) Students will complete two research essays, each worth 30%, adding up to 60% of the overall 

grade. The Midterm paper will be no shorter than 8 pages, with a clear thesis, grammatical and 

stylistic quality, factual accuracy, and in-text citations. The Final paper will be no shorter than 12 

pages, again with a clear thesis, grammatical and stylistic quality, factual accuracy, and in-text 

citations. The Final will attempt to synthesize the position from the Midterm paper into a more 

comprehensive research paper by extending the initial topic/argument into dialogue with the 

readings from the second half of the semester. Each student will present their final thesis during 

the Final exam period (attendance required). An Essay rubric will provided for you. 

   Participation: 10% / Daily Writing and Check-In Assignments 

30% / Midterm Essay: 30% / Final Essay & Presentation: 30%  

 

Grading Rubric for Essays: [omitted]  

Late Work, Absences, Excuses: [omitted] 

Incompletes (‘I’): [omitted]  

Code of Academic Integrity Policy Statement: [omitted] 

Disability Policy Statement: [omitted] 

Inclusive Language: [omitted] 

 

Course Outline: 

The professor reserves the right to modify this syllabus including assignments and due dates. No 

changes will significantly alter course requirements or reading load. The professor also reserves 

the right to give quizzes and small assignments without notice. 

 

8/22-8/24: Introduction 

 

• W: Class Orientation- small group exercise 

 

• F: Thesis Essay Exercise (handout) 

• F: Hobbes to Hume, Ch. 1 (p. 1-43) 

 



Early Modern Philosophy Syllabus Leib - Fall 2018 

 4 

 

8/29-8/31: Hobbes I 

 

• W: Leviathan, Dedication, Introduction, Bks. 1-7 (p. 1-37) 

• W: Hobbes to Hume, Ch. 4 (p. 118-153) 

 

• F: Leviathan, Bks. 8-11 (p. 38-62) 

 

9/5-9/7: Hobbes II 

 

• W: Leviathan, Bks. 12-15 (p. 74-100) 

 

• F: Leviathan, Bks. 16-21 (p. 101-145) 

 

9/12-9/14: Descartes I 

 

• W: Meditations, Dedication, Preface, Synopsis, and Meditation 1 (p. 99-117) 

• W: Hobbes to Hume, Ch. 5 (p. 154-191) 

 

• F: Meditations, 2-3 (p. 118-143) 

• F: Discourse on Method and Principles of Philosophy (handout; excerpts) 

• F: Assignment: Paper Check In #1: Topic Paragraph & Annotated Bibliography 

 

9/19-9/21: Descartes II 

 

• W: Meditations, 4-5 (p. 144-159) 

 

• F: Meditations, 6 (p. 160-178) 

 

9/26-9/28: Spinoza I 

 

• W: Ethics, Bk. 1, Def. 1-Prop. 16 (p. 179-193) 

• W: Hobbes to Hume, Ch. 6 (p. 192-218) 

• W: Spinoza 2.0, http://ethics.spinozism.org/graphs.php  

 

• F: Ethics, Bk. 1, Prop. 17-Appendix (p. 193-215) 

 

10/3-10/5: Spinoza II 

 

• W: Ethics, Bk. 2, Preface-Prop. 18 (p. 216-234) 

 

• F: Ethics, Bk. 2, Prop. 19-49 (p. 234-261) 

• F: Assignment: Paper Check In # 2: First Paragraph & Annotated Outline 

 

10/10-10/12: Spinoza III 

http://ethics.spinozism.org/graphs.php
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• W: Theological-Political Treatise, Editor’s Introduction, Synopsis, Chs. 1, 4, 6 (handout) 

 

• F: Theological-Political Treatise, Chs. 16, 19-20 (handout) 

 

10/17-10/19: Leibniz 

 

• W: Discourse on Metaphysics, Secs. 1-26 (p. 409-440) 

• W: Hobbes to Hume, Ch. 7 (p. 219-237) 

 

• F: Discourse on Metaphysics, Secs. 27-37 (p. 440-453) /Monadology (p. 455-471) 

 

 

Midterm Essay –  
Due: Friday, October 19, by Class time  

Format: Paper, stapled, with Name and Essay Title 
 

 

10/24-10/26: Locke I 

 

• W: Essay Concerning Human Understanding, Bk. II.1-21 (p. 7-52) 

• W: Hobbes to Hume, Ch. 8 (p. 238-279) 

 

• F: Essay Concerning Human Understanding, Bk. II.22-IV.8 (p. 53-97) 

 

 

10/31-11/2: Locke II/ Berkeley I 

 

• W: Essay Concerning Human Understanding, Bk. IV.9-29 (p. 98-133) 

 

• F: Three Dialogues, 1st Dialogue (p. 217-252) 

• F: Hobbes to Hume, Ch. 9 (p. 280-295) 

 

 

11/7-11/9: Berkeley II 

 

• W: Three Dialogues, 2nd Dialogue (p. 252-270) 

 

• F: Three Dialogues, 3rd Dialogue (p. 270-305)  

• F: Assignment: Paper Check In # 3: Topic & Annotated Bibliography 

 

11/14-11/16: Hume I 

 

• W: An Enquiry Concerning Human Understanding, Sec. 1-4 (p. 307-333) 

• W: Hobbes to Hume, Ch. 10 (p. 296-352) 
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• F: An Enquiry Concerning Human Understanding, Sec. 5-7 (p. 334-364) 

 

11/21-11/23: Hume II 

 

• W: An Enquiry Concerning Human Understanding, Sec. 8-9 (p. 364-386) 

 

• F: An Enquiry Concerning Human Understanding, Sec. 10-12 (p. 387-430) 

• F: Assignment: Paper Check In #4: First Paragraph & Annotated Outline 

 

 

11/28-11/30: Overflow, Wrap Up, Finishing a Research Project 

 

• TBA 

• TBA 

 

Finals Period:  

 

• Final Paper Due; Research presentation during Finals 

 

Final Essay –  
Due: Friday, November 30th, by Class time 

Format: Paper, stapled, with Name and Essay Title 

  


