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PHI 2010-001: Introduction to Philosophy 

M: see below WF: 12-12:50 in SO250 

Fall 2018 / Professor Leib (rleib@fau.edu)  

Office Hours: WF 10:00-12:00, W 1:00-2:00, TR 12:30-2:00 (and by appointment) in SO 281B 

or by email 

3 Credits (Approx. 6 hours of homework/week) 

 

Discussion Sections and TA Office Hours: 

Steven England (sengland2016@fau.edu) 

Office Hours: T 12:00-4:00 in SO 180 

A: PHI 2010-002, M 12:00-12:50, CU118 

B: PHI 2010-008, M 2:00-2:50, SO370 

Ruben Verdes (rverdes@fau.edu) 

Office Hours: F 1:00-5:00, in SO 184 

A: PHI 2010-005, M 1:00-1:50, SO385 

B: PHI 2010-007, M 2:00-2:50, SO390 

 

Alyson Fishbein (afishbein2013@my.fau.edu)  

Office Hours: WF 1:30-3:30 in SO 184 

A: PHI 2010-004, M 1:00-1:50, SO370 

B: PHI 2010-009, M 2:00-2:50, GS102 

Jason Lamson (jlamson@fau.edu) 

Office Hours: WF 10:00-12:00 in SO 

180/184 

A: PHI 2010-003, M 12:00-12:50, SO385 

B: PHI 2010-006, M 1:00-1:50, CU118

 

Course Description: This introductory course in Western philosophy begins in ancient Athens 

with Socrates, who never wrote anything but whose portrayal by his student Plato suggests 

someone deeply committed to inquiry—to the love of wisdom and to the interrogation of the 

status quo. We will consider the following questions: What is knowledge? Where does it come 

from? What is the self? What is the human’s relationship to the divine (if there is any)? Are 

selves free or determined by things beyond themselves—histories, genetics, or cultural norms? 

What defines a moral, responsible self? Can one choose to be otherwise? How do we understand 

living together in a community? And, how can we live together more responsibly? 

 

Prerequisites: ENC 1101 and 1102 with "C" or better 

 

Required Texts/Materials:  

• Does the Center Hold?: An Introduction 

to Western Philosophy, 7th ed. by 

Donald Palmer ISBN 9781308641492 

• McGraw-Hill Connect Online Course 

material (bundled with textbook) 

• Three ring Binder 

 

 

 

mailto:rleib@fau.edu
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mailto:rverdes@fau.edu
mailto:afishbein2013@my.fau.edu
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Course Objectives (see more specific objectives below): 

1. Through readings and lecture, students will develop a background in the history of Western 

philosophy and some major questions that have motivated the discipline. 

2. In papers and discussions, students will practice summarizing and responding to arguments. 

3. Students will work on writing and editing by revising their short papers. 

Assessments: Participation in Discussion Section; Short Papers; Exams 

1. Discussion Participation: Participation includes attending discussion section every week, 

having read, and willing to ask and answer questions from the TA. Participation there makes up 

10% of the grade. Unexcused absence from four discussion sections will lower your final grade 

5%; unexcused absence from five will lower your final grade 10% (no credit for discussion 

participation). Unexcused absence from six or more discussion sections means you will not pass 

the class. There is no discussion requirement in WF lecture; simply show up and show 

consideration for others. 

2. Quizzes. Reading Quizzes will be scheduled each week on McGraw-Hill Connect, due before 

noon on Wednesday, covering the upcoming readings for that week. For instance, if the schedule 

for Wednesday, September 13th reads: “Palmer, Ch 3, pp. 75-87”, and Friday, the 15th reads: 

“Palmer, Ch 3, pp. 90-110”, you will read and take the quiz on pp. 75-110 before class on 

Wednesday, the 13th. Quizzes will remain open on Canvas for one week after the due date, then 

they will close. There are no make-up quizzes. Quizzes will count for 10% of the final grade.  

3. Three Short Papers (and one mandatory revision): Beginning in the fourth week of the 

semester, papers will be assigned on Friday for the following Tuesday, FOR ONE OF THE 

TWO CLASS GROUPS, A or B (see your sequence number at the top). Students will submit a 

short paper (min 1000, max. 1500 words) every other week, depending upon one’s assignment to 

Group A or B, submitted via Canvas to the TA. The first two papers count for 15% of the final 

grade each; the third paper, together with its revision, counts for 30% (15% first draft, and 15% 

final draft). Your TA will provide written comments on your essay, via Turnitin or Canvas for 

each essay. Typically, feedback will be provided within 2 weeks of submission, though 

circumstances may entail a slightly longer response time from time to time. This turnaround 

timeframe is not guaranteed for work submitted late without an excuse.  

NOTE: You do not need to cite the lectures, but do cite the textbook if you refer 

to it, i.e., (Palmer 55). You do not need a works cited if you only cite the 

textbook. If you are consulting any outside source, then you must cite it in the 

essay and include a works cited at the end. Failure to cite outside sources will 

result in a failing grade with the possibility for a total re-write; the TA will 

reserve the right to report the assignment as plagiarism, even if it is accidental.  

In the first half of the semester, papers receiving a C or below (77% or below) will have the 

option to re-write one of your papers (papers #1 or #2) for up to one letter grade increase, due 
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one week after receiving the initial grade. Late re-writes will receive a minimal grade increase. 

In the second half of the semester, you may be required to rewrite your paper (paper #3), in 

accordance with WAC policies and procedures. This re-write will be eligible for up to one letter 

grade increase as well.  

NOTE: This writing intensive course serves as one of two "Gordon Rule" 

classes at the 2000-4000 level that must be taken after completing ENC 1101 

and 1102 or their equivalents.  You must achieve a grade of "C" (not C-

minus) or better to receive credit.  Furthermore, this class meets the 

University-wide Writing Across the Curriculum (WAC) criteria, which 

expect you to improve your writing over the course of the term. The 

University’s WAC program promotes the teaching of writing across all levels 

and all disciplines. Writing-to-learn activities have proven effective in 

developing critical thinking skills, learning discipline-specific content, and 

understanding and building competence in the modes of inquiry and writing 

for various disciplines and professions. 

In accordance with WAC, short papers and revisions make up 50% of the 

course grade. If this class is selected to participate in the university-wide WAC 

assessment program, you will be required to access the online assessment 

server, complete the consent form and survey, and submit electronically a first 

and final draft of a near-end-of-term paper. 

 

4. Exams: Student will take midterm (10%) and final (10%) exams totaling 20% of the course 

grade. Questions will request definitions of terms and short essay responses. Answers will be 

evaluated in terms of accuracy of information and ability to analyze the issues. Good answers 

will demonstrate that you have understood the chapters and actively participated in discussions. 

Both the midterm and the final will each include one short essay (500 words each), which 

contribute to the total word count per student for this course. 

Your final grade will be based on the following weighted distribution: 

Participation in Discussion Section 10% 

Reading Quizzes (on McGraw-Hill Connect) 10% 

Bi-Weekly Papers 60% 

Midterm and Final Exams 20%  

 

Grading Rubric: the following is the grading rubric that will be used for essay exams; see below 

and “Essay Writing for this Course” on Canvas for the rubric used to grade your short papers.  

A Excellent. Thesis is well defined and original; insightful; solid and coherent 

reasoning throughout; aware of subject’s complexities; sources used properly and 

effectively; excellent format and presentation; no errors in fact or grammar 

93-100 
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A- One or more minor errors among the above criteria for an A  90-92 

B+ Strong. Thesis is clearly defined; valid reasoning through most of the paper; some 

minor grammatical errors or one minor error in fact 

87-89 

B Good. Thesis is adequate but limited in originality and/or includes unsubstantiated 

generalizations; supporting discussion may follow tangents but largely defends the 

thesis claim; several minor grammatical errors or one minor error in fact 

83-86 

B- One or more errors among the above criteria for an B 80-82 

C+ Average. Thesis is somewhat clear, perhaps too general; supporting discussions can 

be repetitious and unfocused; reasoning is at times vague; inconsistent mechanics; 

irrelevance or limited scope; multiple errors in fact and grammar 

77-79 

C Thesis is over-general, ambiguous, or undefended with textual evidence; argument 

is unfocused, repetitive, or vague; multiple grammatical and interpretive errors 

73-76 

C- The criteria for a C, plus major interpretive/grammatical errors 70-72 

D Central idea is confusing; supporting discussions are underdeveloped, repetitive; 

reasoning is often inaccurate / flawed; poor presentation and/or interpretation; 

submission relies on non-inclusive (racist, sexist, bigoted, hateful) ideas or images; 

a revision toward a C may be requested by the student 

60-69 

F Thesis is unclear; supporting discussion is absent; chaotic organization; largely 

deficient grammar; does not answer prompt(s); or no assignment received; 

submission is driven by non-inclusive (racist, sexist, bigoted, hateful) ideas or 

images 

Below 60 

 

The following is the grading rubric that will be used for your four course papers. 

Opening: 10-9 points 8 points 7 points 6 & below 

Thesis/Pur

pose 

1) Fully articulates what the context 

of the argument will be; 2) fully 

articulates in one sentence what “I 

will argue...”; 3) Stays on topic, 

arguing this thesis every step of the 

way. 

1) Generally 

articulates 

what the 

context of the 

argument will 

be; 2) fully 

articulates in 

one sentence 

what “I will 

argue...”; 3) 

generally stays 

on topic, offers 

some critical 

analysis, and is 

1) Offers little 

or no context 

for the 

argument; 2) 

vaguely or 

partially 

articulates 

what is being 

argued; 3) 

offers little or 

no critical 

analysis and/or 

presents over 

simplified 

1) offers no 

context for the 

argument; 2) 

may not 

articulate a 

primary 

argument 

anywhere; 3) 

offers little or 

no critical 

analysis and/or 

presents over 

simplified 

thinking. 
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not over 

simplified. 

thinking. 

Organizatio

nal 

Statement 

1) Presents a clear & direct 

statement/framework at the 

beginning that tells the reader each 

step the paper will take, often in one 

sentence; 2) the reader should be 

able to anticipate how the paper 

unfolds, step-by-step, and why. 

1) Presents a 

general 

statement/fram

ework at the 

beginning that 

tells the reader 

how the paper 

will go, often 

in one 

sentence; 2) 

the reader 

should be able 

to anticipate 

how the paper 

unfolds, step-

by-step, but 

may not 

understand 

why. 

1) Presents a 

vague or 

partial 

statement/fram

ework at the 

beginning that 

tells the reader 

some of the 

things the 

paper will 

discuss, 

possibly in 

multiple 

sentences; 2) 

the reader may 

have to infer 

how the paper 

will unfold, but 

may not 

understand 

why it would. 

1) Presents no 

statement/fram

ework; 2) the 

reader may 

understandably 

be unable to 

make an 

inference about 

how the paper 

will proceed, or 

why it should. 

     

Argument: 10-9 points 8 points 7 points 6 & below 

Reasoning 

1) Train of thought exhibits 

substantial depth, fullness, and 

complexity of thought; 2) Chooses 

the best evidence to support that 

train’s path; 3) Expresses views 

without resorting to discriminatory, 

inappropriate, or troubling 

arguments and topics. 

1) Train of 

thought 

exhibits a 

preponderanc

e of depth, 

fullness, and 

complexity; 2) 

Demonstrates 

general 

comprehension 

of the material 

with less than 

ideal evidence; 

3) Expresses 

views without 

resorting to 

1) Train of 

thought 

exhibits little 

depth, 

fullness, 

and/or 

complexity; 2) 

Demonstrates 

some 

comprehension 

of the material 

with simplistic 

or repetitive 

use of 

evidence; 3) 

Thinking may 

1) Train of 

thought 

exhibits no 

depth, fullness, 

and/or 

complexity; 2) 

Demonstrates 

little or no 

comprehension 

of the material 

that is 

contradictory, 

repetitive, or 

irrelevant 

evidence; 3) 

Thinking is 
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discriminatory, 

inappropriate, 

or troubling 

arguments and 

topics. 

express 

slightly 

discriminatory, 

socially 

offensive, 

and/or illogical 

views 

throughout the 

paper. 

driven by 

discriminatory

, socially 

offensive, 

and/or illogical 

views. 

Evidence 

1) Seamlessly incorporates and 

explains the relevance of arguments 

and quotations from other sources 

accurately (including some counter-

arguments); 2) uses a variety that 

meet the requirement of the 

assignment, or according to 

professor’s instructions; 3) 

substantively uses assigned materials 

as appropriate 

1) Incorporates 

and explains 

the relevance 

of arguments 

and quotations 

from other 

sources 

appropriately; 

2) uses more 

than one 

source, 

technically 

meet the 

requirements 

of the 

assignment, or 

is in the spirit 

of the 

professor’s 

instructions; 3) 

substantively 

uses assigned 

materials as 

appropriate 

1) Incorporates 

arguments and 

quotations 

from other 

sources 

without 

appropriate 

contextualizat

ion or 

explanation of 

their relevance; 

2) uses one 

source, 

technically 

meet the 

requirements 

of the 

assignment, 

but is generally 

perfunctory; 

3) uses 

assigned 

materials in a 

tertiary manner 

1) Fails to 

identify or 

include 

arguments or 

quotations 

from outside 

sources if 

required, fails 

to address any 

counter-

argument, and 

offers little 

explanation; 2) 

Little or no 

source 

evidence is 

used; 3) fails to 

cite assigned 

course 

materials (i.e., 

uses internet 

sources instead) 

Organizati

on 
1) The argument’s focus is 

abundantly clear to the reader; 2) 

paragraphs build upon each other, 

and logical, fluent transition 

sentences are used between each 

step. 

1) The 

argument’s 

focus is 

generally clear 

to the reader; 

2) the use of 

transition 

sentences lends 

a sense of 

progression 

1) The 

argument’s 

focus is 

unclear to the 

reader; 2) 

some, mostly 

formulaic 

transitions are 

used, providing 

little or no 

1) Transitions 

and sense of 

progression are 

absent. 
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and coherence. sense of 

progression for 

the reader. 

     

Conclusion

: 

10-9 points 8 points 7 points 6 & below 

Implicatio

ns/ 

Consequen

ces 

1) Offers a clear re-statement of 

the argument that shows how the 

thesis has been argued/proved; 2) 

thinks ‘out loud’ about the next 

thing to question, assuming the 

current thesis has been proved; 3) no 

over simplifications are present. 

1) Offers some 

re-statement 

of the 

argument that 

shows how the 

thesis has been 

argued/proved; 

2) does not 

think ‘out 

loud’ about the 

next thing to 

question, 

assuming the 

current thesis 

has been 

proved; 3) one 

over 

simplification 

may be 

present. 

1) Simply re-

states the 

thesis with 

little or no 

reflection on 

the meaning of 

it, or its logical 

consequences; 

2) 

oversimplified 

and does not 

add anything 

new to the 

paper. 

1) Offers poor 

or partial re-

statement of 

the thesis with 

little or no 

reflection on 

the meaning of 

what was 

argued, or its 

logical 

consequences; 

2) 

oversimplified 

and does not 

add anything 

new to the 

paper. 

     

Disciplinar

y 

Concerns: 

10-9 points 8 points 7 points 6 & below 

Academic 

Tone 

1) The author’s tone is mature, 

consistent, and not grandiloquent; 

2) specialized terms are 

appropriately introduced, defined, 

and used accurately. 

1) The author’s 

tone is usually 

appropriate; 

2) specialized 

terms are 

usually 

introduced, 

defined, and 

used 

1) The author’s 

tone is 

inconsistent, 

and may lapse 

into colloquial 

forms of 

address, like 

‘you’ and ‘me’ 

(recognizing 

that ‘I’ is 

1) The author’s 

tone is 

superficial and 

stereotypical, 

reading more 

like oral 

address than 

academic 

essay; 2) 

specialized 
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accurately.  always 

appropriate for 

philosophical 

writing); 2) 

specialized 

terms are used 

superficially. 

terms, if 

present, are 

typically 

misused. 

Citations 

1) Cites and formats sources 

accurately and consistently in text; 

for this course, we follow the current 

MLA guidelines: 

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/r

esource/747/2/ ; 2) includes 

complete works cited; 3) one or two 

errors may be present. 

1) Generally 

cites and 

formats 

sources 

accurately, but 

displays 

consistency; 2) 

includes 

complete 

works cited; 3) 

several patters 

of error may be 

present. 

1) Attempted, 

but awkward 

use of citation 

styles; 2) 

incomplete 

work cited or 

no works cited 

present; 3) 

Inaccurate 

references 

and/or patterns 

of error may be 

present. 

1) Fails to cite 

and format 

sources 

accurately, if 

at all; 2) no 

works cited 

may be present; 

3) overall poor 

attempt to show 

consistent 

citation. 

     

Syntax: 10-9 points 8 points 7 points 6 & below 

Clarity 

 

1) The author consistently phrases 

his/her/their thoughts clearly; 2) as a 

reader, I do not have to work to 

understand any sentences. 

1) The author 

usually phrases 

his/her/their 

thoughts 

clearly; 2) as a 

reader, I have 

to do some 

work to 

understand a 

few sentences. 

1) The author 

is, at times, 

wordy and may 

use unclear 

phrasing/vocab

ulary; 2) as a 

reader, I have 

to do too 

much work to 

understand 

sentences. 

1) The author is 

frequently 

wordy and 

frequently uses 

unclear 

phrasing/vocab

ulary; 2) as a 

reader, I can’t 

typically 

follow what the 

author is 

saying. 

Grammar/ 

Mechanics 

1) Paper contains very few sentence 

level errors (not including citation 

issues); 2) No errors obscure the 

author’s meaning; 3) full heading, 

1) Paper 

contains 

infrequent 

sentence level 

1) Paper 

contains a 

wide range of 

errors (not 

1) Contains 

consistent 

error patterns 

that impede 

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/2/
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/2/
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title, page numbers present. errors (not 

including 

citation 

issues); 2) No 

errors obscure 

the author’s 

meaning; 3) 

missing 

heading, title, 

or page, etc. 

including 

citation 

issues); 2) One 

or two errors 

might obscure 

the author’s 

meaning. 

comprehension. 

     

Approx. 

Totals: 

100-90 89-80 79-70 69 & below 

 

School-wide Attendance Policy Statement: Students are expected to attend all of their 

scheduled University classes and to satisfy all academic objectives as outlined by the instructor. 

The effect of absences upon grades is determined by the instructor, and the University reserves 

the right to deal at any time with individual cases of non-attendance. 

Students are responsible for arranging to make up work missed because of legitimate class 

absence, such as illness, family emergencies, military obligation, court-imposed legal obligations 

or participation in University-approved activities. Examples of University-approved reasons for 

absences include participating on an athletic or scholastic team, musical and theatrical 

performances and debate activities. It is the student’s responsibility to give the instructor notice 

prior to any anticipated absences and within a reasonable amount of time after an unanticipated 

absence, ordinarily by the next scheduled class meeting. Instructors must allow each student who 

is absent for a University-approved reason the opportunity to make up work missed without any 

reduction in the student’s final course grade as a direct result of such absence. Please email your 

TA about any work you are entitled to make-up.  

Late Assignments Policy: Unless an extension has been approved, papers handed in after 

11:59pm the Tuesday after they are assigned may be penalized one-third of a letter grade, and 

will be penalized by an additional third of a letter grade for each subsequent day late. Papers 

must be completed promptly, in keeping with the rest of the students. Therefore, TAs may refuse 

to accept papers more than one week late without an extension.  Students with excused absences 

may be free from penalty if an acceptable form of excuse is received by the TA promptly. 

You can email your TA (not the professor) to get your work in on time in the event of a technical 

disruption, but you must also submit it in the correct manner as soon as the outage is corrected. 

Emailed papers will not be graded until they are submitted through Turnitin. 

Email and Feedback: Email to Prof. Leib should be used to communicate personal or 

confidential matters. For questions concerning assignments, excused or unexcused absences, 

missed work, or grades, email your TA. If the TA cannot help, forward the email exchange with 

your TA to Prof. Leib for assistance, and cc your TA. During the week, Prof. Leib will typically 
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respond to messages within 48 hours. For email, please put “PHI2010” at the beginning of the 

subject. Feedback on assignments will typically be provided about two weeks after submission, 

but given the number of students in this course, it may take longer on occasion. Please be patient, 

and please do not wait until the last moment to bring up requests or problems.  

Disability Policy Statement: In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), 

students who require special accommodation due to a disability to properly execute coursework 

must register with Student Accessibility Services (SAS) and follow all SAS procedures. SAS has 

offices across three of FAU’s campuses – Boca Raton, Davie and Jupiter– however disability 

services are available for students on all campuses. SAS is located in SU 133 (ext. 3880) and at 

http://fau.edu/sas/ . 

Note: Please alert your TA or professor early in the semester with accessibility 

concerns so we can ensure that lecture and discussion are inclusive spaces of 

learning and inquiry. 

Code of Academic Integrity Policy Statement: Students at Florida Atlantic University are 

expected to maintain the highest ethical standards.  Academic dishonesty is considered a serious 

breach of these ethical standards, because it interferes with the university mission to provide a 

high quality education in which no student enjoys an unfair advantage over any other.  Academic 

dishonesty is also destructive of the university community, which is grounded in a system of 

mutual trust and places high value on personal integrity and individual responsibility.  Harsh 

penalties are associated with academic dishonesty. For more information, see University 

Regulation 4.001.      

Plagiarism is unacceptable in the University community. Academic work that is submitted by 

students is assumed to be the result of their own thought, research, or self-expression. When 

students borrow ideas, wording, or organization from another source, even “accidentally”, they 

are expected to acknowledge this in an appropriate manner. Any student who fails to give full 

credit for ideas taken from another has plagiarized. Do not cite the class lectures, but otherwise, 

if in doubt, cite your source!  

It is wise not to share essays with other students before submitting them. Papers determined to be 

copies of each other by your TA (and seconded by Prof. Leib) will each receive no more than 

half credit without a re-write. The TA may, however, decide to give no credit for such work. The 

possibility and terms of a re-write will be determined by your TA. 

Religious Accommodation Policy Statement: In accordance with the Florida Board of 

Education and Florida law, students have the right to reasonable accommodations from the 

University in order to observe religious practices and beliefs with regard to admissions, 

registration, class attendance and the scheduling of examinations and work assignments.   

Incomplete (“I”) grades: are reserved for students who are passing a course but have not 

completed the required work due to exceptional circumstances. If approved by the professor and 

department chair, the student can fill out an ‘Incomplete’ form in the department office, which 

will specify terms and deadlines. Students who do not submit this form after six months 

automatically drop from an ‘I’ to an ‘F’ on their transcripts, according to University policy. 

Withdrawals: Any student who drops is responsible for completing the proper paperwork and 

removing themselves from Canvas within a week after dropping.  

%22
https://exchange.fau.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=zaFlQHOl-PVkP3TPuV49H8ykVURbbbGwVcAMxuoZ1Hqktl7cGjTUCA..&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwise.fau.edu%2fregulations%2fchapter4%2fReg_4.001_5-26-10_FINAL.pdf
https://exchange.fau.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=zaFlQHOl-PVkP3TPuV49H8ykVURbbbGwVcAMxuoZ1Hqktl7cGjTUCA..&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwise.fau.edu%2fregulations%2fchapter4%2fReg_4.001_5-26-10_FINAL.pdf
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/589/1/
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Office of Information Technology Online Help Desk:  http://helpdesk.fau.edu   

FAU Libraries Website:  http://www.fau.edu/library 

Center for Learning and Student Success Website:  http://www.fau.edu/class 

University Center for Excellence in Writing:  http://www.fau.edu/UCEW   

Math Learning Center:  http://www.math.fau.edu/MLC 

Office of Undergraduate Research and Inquiry:  http://www.fau.edu/ouri 

Office for Students with Disabilities Website:  http://osd.fau.edu/ 

Office of International Programs and Study-abroad:  www.fau.edu/goabroad  

Freshman Academic Advising Services:  http://www.fau.edu/freshmanadvising 

 

Faculty Rights and Responsibilities: Instructors have the prerogative to establish academic 

standards and reasonable behavior standards, and to refer disciplinary action to those whose 

behavior may be judged disruptive under the Student Code of Conduct. 

Reading and Assignment Schedule 

Instructor reserves the right to adjust this syllabus as necessary. 

CV = Available on Canvas 

 

All Essay Assignments are due to Canvas at 11:59pm on Tuesday, unless 

otherwise noted by the professor. 

All Connect Quizzes are due before class on Wednesday each week, unless 

otherwise noted by the professor. 

 

Chapter One — Is Philosophy Possible?  

M Aug 20th: Syllabus and Introduction- Philosophy at FAU 

W 22nd: The Philosophical Mindset- Palmer, Ch 1, pp. 5-38 

 Reading: “Essay Writing for this Course” (CV) 

 Assignment: Syllabus and Handout Quiz (CV) 

F 24th: The Philosophical Mindset- Palmer, Ch 1, pp. 5-38 

Readings:  David Foster Wallace, “This is Water” (CV), Palmer, “The Origins of 

Philosophy”, “Contemporary Branches of Philosophy” “Contemporary Styles of 

Philosophy”, “The Philosophy of Socrates” 

 

http://helpdesk.fau.edu/
http://www.fau.edu/library/
http://www.fau.edu/class
http://www.fau.edu/UCEW
http://www.math.fau.edu/MLC
http://www.fau.edu/ouri
http://osd.fau.edu/
http://www.fau.edu/goabroad
http://www.fau.edu/freshmanadvising
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M 27th: DISC. SECTION: Logical Fallacy Day 

Readings: Nathan Hill, excerpt from The Nix (http://lithub.com/the-nix/)  

W 29th: Plato, The Allegory of the Cave 

Readings: (https://web.stanford.edu/class/ihum40/cave.pdf) 

Assignments: Connect Quiz, Chapter 1 Due by Class 

 

 Chapter Two – Rationalist Epistemology 

F 31st: Palmer, Ch 2, pp. 39-50 

Readings: “The Philosophy of Plato” 

M Sept. 3rd: LABOR DAY, NO CLASS  

W 5th: Palmer, Ch 2, pp. 39-50, con’t. 

Readings: “The Philosophy of Plato” 

Assignments: Connect Quiz, Chapter 2 Due by Class 

F 7th: Palmer, Ch 2, pp. 51-73 

Readings: “Rene Descartes’ Rationalism”  

M 10th: DISC. SECTION, Palmer, Ch 2, pp. 51-73, con’t. 

Readings: “Rene Descartes’ Rationalism”  

 

Chapter Three – Empiricist Epistemology 

W 12th: Palmer, Ch 3, pp. 75-87 

Readings: “The Empiricism of John Locke”, “Berkeley’s Correction of Locke” 

Assignments: Connect Quiz, Chapter 3 Due by Class 

F 14th: Palmer, Ch 3, pp. 75-87, con’t 

Readings: “The Empiricism of John Locke”, “Berkeley’s Correction of Locke” 

M 17th: DISC SECTION, Palmer, Ch 3, pp. 90-110  

Group A: Time for essay discussion at beginning of class 

Readings: “Berkeley’s Correction of Locke”, “Hume’s Radicalization of Berkeley’s 

Empiricism” 

Assignments: Group A – First Short Paper Due Tuesday 

W 19th: Palmer, Ch 3, pp. 90-110, con’t.  

Readings: “Berkeley’s Correction of Locke”, “Hume’s Radicalization of Berkeley’s 

Empiricism”, “Kant’s Compromise” 

F 21st: Palmer, Ch 3, pp. 90-110, con’t.  

http://lithub.com/the-nix/
https://web.stanford.edu/class/ihum40/cave.pdf)
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Readings: “Hume’s Radicalization of Berkeley’s Empiricism”, “Kant’s Compromise” 

 

Chapter Five – Philosophy of Religion   

M 24th: DISC SECTION, Palmer, Ch 5, pp. 154-173, con’t. 

Group B: Time for essay discussion at beginning of class 

Readings: “Theism” 

Assignments: Group B — First Short Paper Due Tuesday 

W 26th: Palmer, Ch 5, pp. 174-191  

Readings: “Theism” 

Assignments: Connect Quiz, Chapter 5 Due by Class 

F 28th: Palmer, Ch 5, pp. 174-191, con’t.  

Readings: “Theism” 

M Oct. 1st: DISC SECTION, Palmer, Ch 5, pp. 193-215 

Group A: Time for essay discussion at beginning of class 

Readings: “Atheism” 

Assignments: Group A – Second Short Paper Due Tuesday 

W 3rd: Palmer, Ch 5, pp. 193-215, con’t. 

Readings: “Atheism”  

F 5th: Palmer Ch 6, pp. 219-227 

Readings: “Atheism”  

 

MIDTERM EXAM: MONDAY OCTOBER 8TH IN DISC SECTIONS, NO 

MAKEUPS 

 

Chapter Six — Philosophy of Freedom 

W 10th: Palmer, Ch 6, pp. 219-252 

Readings: “Determinism”, “Hard Determinism” 

Assignments: Connect Quiz, Chapter 6 Due by Class 

F 12th: Palmer, Ch 6, pp. 228-252 

Readings: “The Attack on Free Will”, “Soft Determinism” “Indeterminism”, 

“Conclusion” 
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Chapter Seven — Ethics, Part 1 

M 15th: DISC SECTION, Palmer, Ch 7, pp. 257-271 

Group B: Time for essay discussion at beginning of class 

Readings: “Ancient Greek Moral Philosophers”, “Egoism” 

Assignments: Group B — Second Short Paper Due Tuesday 

W 17th: Palmer, Ch 7, pp. 257-271, con’t. 

Readings: “Ancient Greek Moral Philosophers”, “Egoism” 

Assignments: Connect Quiz, Chapter 7 Due by Class 

F 19th: Palmer, Ch 7, pp. 272-280 

 Readings: “Utilitarianism” 

M 22nd: DISC SECTION, Palmer, Ch 7, pp. 272-280, con’t. 

Readings: “Utilitarianism” 

W 24th: Palmer, Ch 7, pp. 281-300 

Readings: “Duty-Oriented Morality”, “Kantianism Today?”, “Virtue Ethics”, 

“Conclusion” 

F 26th: Palmer, Ch 7, pp. 281-300, con’t. 

Readings: “Duty-Oriented Morality”, “Kantianism Today?”, “Virtue Ethics”, 

“Conclusion” 

Ethics, Part 2 

M 29th: DISC SECTION, Palmer, Ch 8, pp. 303-306 

Group A: Time for essay discussion at beginning of class 

Readings: “Existentialism”, “Hume and the Naturalistic Fallacy” 

Assignments: Group A –  Third Short Paper Due Tuesday 

W 31st: Palmer, Ch 8, pp. 310-315 

Readings: “Cultural Relativism” 

Assignments: Connect Quiz, Chapter 8 Due by Class 

F Nov. 2nd: Palmer, Ch 8, pp. 315-24 

Readings: “Ethics and Feminism” 

M 5th: DISC SECTION, Ch 8, pp. 315-24, con’t. 

Group B: Time for essay discussion at beginning of class 

Readings: “Ethics and Feminism” 

Assignments: Group B — Third Short Paper Due Tuesday  
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Political Philosophy 

W 7th: Palmer, Ch 9, pp. 337-350 

Readings: “Plato”, “Thomas Hobbes” 

Assignments: Connect Quiz, Chapter 9 Due by Class 

F 9th: Palmer, Ch 9, pp. 337-350, con’t. 

Readings: “Plato”, “Thomas Hobbes” 

Group A: Time for essay discussion at beginning of class 

Assignments: Group A—Third Paper Revision Due Tuesday Nov. 13th 

M 12th: VETERAN’S DAY, NO CLASS  

W 14th: Palmer, Ch 9, pp. 351-364, con’t. 

Readings: “John Locke”, “Jean-Jacques Rousseau”  

F 16th: Palmer, Ch 9, pp. 351-364, con’t. 

Readings: “John Locke”, “Jean-Jacques Rousseau”  

M 19th: DISC SECTION, Palmer, Ch 9, pp. 365-369 

Group B: Time for essay discussion at beginning of class 

Readings: “John Stuart Mill” 

Assignments: Group B — Third Paper Revision Due Tuesday 

W 21st: Palmer, Ch 9, pp. 365-369 

Readings: “John Stuart Mill” 

F 23rd: THANKSGIVING BREAK, NO CLASS 

M 26th: DISC SECTION, Palmer, Ch 9, pp. 370-390 

Last Day for Paper Revisions, no exceptions  

W 28th: Palmer, Ch 9, pp. 370-390 

F 30th: Course Review 

 

FINAL EXAM: IN CLASS, F (Dec 7) 10:30am - 1:00pm, IN SO250 


