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Daily Writing Assignments 

 

For every class, you will bring a hardcopy (written or typed) that includes ALL of the following: 

 

1) Words you had to look up in order to understand the reading. Include the pages numbers 

where the words appear. These will only be helpful in class if you can locate them again! 

These should include the following kinds of things: 

• Names of persons or places (proper nouns), including the author’s 

• Technical Terms/ words used in unfamiliar ways 

• Names of ideas or concepts 

• Titles of Texts 

• Any word you could not define on a quiz show 

 

2) Questions about the day’s reading. Minimum two questions per class, per reading (often 

this will mean just two questions). These may not be questions with factual answers or 

clear answers that you could have looked up yourself (but did not). Asking appropriate 

questions is hard, but it gets easier with practice. Good questions might speak to the 

following kinds of experiences: 

• Where does the reading challenge what you previously thought (or still think) true? 

• What gaps remain in your picture of the author’s argument after having done the 

reading? 

• What things does it look like the author may be missing? What do those things tell 

you about what YOU think should be in the reading, but is not? 

• I don’t get this for this reason...This specific thing does not make sense because 

elsewhere the author says X. 

• How does this author square with the previous author on this specific topic? 

 

3) Research Topic of most concern. If you had to decide on an essay topic today, which of 

the following would you choose? 

• Cosmology, Existence, Matter, Motion, Perception/sensation, Imagination, Memory, 

Ideas (innate or otherwise), Knowledge, Thinking (association of ideas), Identity, 

Causality, Science, Nature, Will, God, Power, or Method. 

• Other; include an explanation why this topic is not covered in the list above. 

 

4) Connections and Reflections you make in light of the reading (prose or bullet pointed). 

You will always have a point of view about the readings that is your own (unless you do 

not read). Take the time to organize some of your experience, understanding, intelligence 

to bring to our discussions. Some suggestions until you have your own ax to grind: 

• Does some idea in the reading reinforce, challenge, or otherwise intersect with 

something you have encountered earlier in the course? 

• Has anything that was previously obscure become clear to you in light of this last 

reading? Reflect on the experience and process of coming to understand this thinker 

or topic. 

• What do you think (not feel!) about the ideas presented to you in the reading? How 

about the way in which they are presented? What both makes sense and does not 

make sense in this presentation? 
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• Are you utterly lost? If so, what might you propose to do for yourself for the next 

class and beyond to bring yourself up on the material? 

• What are two things you agree with and why? Not ‘because they are realistic’ or 

‘because this is how I was raised to think’ or ‘because this is still how we think 

today...’ 

• What are two things you disagree with and why? Not ‘because they are unrealistic’ 

or ‘because this is not how I was raised to think’ or ‘because this is not how we think 

today...’ 

 

Frequently Asked Questions 

 

1) Do these need to be typed? No, they can be hand written unless I cannot read your writing 

or your document is excessively messy. If you want to take notes on your document during 

class discussion, bring two copies.  

2) Do we hand these in, and do we get them back? Yes to both; you will hand it in every day 

at the end of class, and I will return them within one week. 

3) Do I grade on content? Mostly no. If you look like you are blowing them off, I will make 

comments to you on how to improve your efforts. If things do not change, I will begin 

giving you half-credit. If I notice you are doing a particularly excellent job, I may count 

them as double credit. (This means extra credit if you complete ALL of them on time).  

4) Can I miss any? No; you will lose credit for each one missed, including those missed 

because of unexcused absences.  

5) But what if I’m sick! Talk to me ASAP; I will need documentation for your absence, but I 

will accept them on the day you return under those conditions.  

6) What if I forgot to bring it to class? What if I realize the error of my ways, and I’m now a 

changed person, and want to make up the ones I missed? Too bad; I will not accept them. 

These are for in class discussion on the day a certain reading has been assigned. They hold 

personal, developmental, and research value after that, but no participatory value.  

7) What is the point of these? Many things: 

• They give low-stakes opportunity to gain credit for negotiating difficult texts. 

• They discourage the bad habits of cramming, skimming, and relying on others to ask 

questions and discuss. They encourage the good habits of regular participation, 

review, questioning, referencing, and reflecting.  

• They give us more common ground; you have more opportunity to engage with me, 

and I have more opportunity to learn about what questions you have. 

• They instill habits for life that will transfer to the working world: we prepare for 

meeting in advance (not in the meeting). 

• They take the pressure off of shy students who need the chance to write out their 

thoughts before feeling comfortable to express them. They help talkative students 

stay focused and avoid tangents and anecdotes. 

• They help you prepare for the midterm and final essays. 

• They help me assess your comprehension and progress without tests and quizzes. If 

we do not work to make this model successful, I will begin giving quizzes every class 

instead. 

• They encourage you to experiment to find the best ways to prepare and begin to build 

complex ideas/theses, which is the object of professional philosophical practice.  
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