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What did you like most about this course?
Professor Leib is an excellent professor he made the class interesting always yet at the same time always I left class having learned 

something. Professor Leib's eloquence also adds greatly to the class as if needed he can simplify esoteric material into a a very easy 

and digestible material. He also always would answer your question to the greatest of his ability ensuring your question was 

answered in a manner understandable to you. He is always if you need help willing to offer help and work with you if you do not 

understand an idea. He is a great teacher one, one who I would recommend any student to take.

Leib did a great job. Creative. Sharp. Fun. Enlightening.

I think that it would be quite difficult to say what it is that I liked most about this course, because quite frankly, there was not 

anything that I did not like. Everything about this course was great. We covered the basics of photography qua skill, and then 

explored the deeper philosophical concepts behind images, not just photographically, but in general. This class is unique to me, 

and I guess this is what I like most- it transcends the everyday philosophy course. In philosophy, we tend to, on the large, work with 

words. All that we do is rooted in words and symbols. This class breaks that paradigm I think. Granted, images are signs, just like 

letters, but images are unique in that they are more than mere signs or even statements. Images are self-contained yet open 

systems, they are paradoxical like that. They break the traditional philosophical paradigm that relies on words and sentences. It 

undermines the traditional logocentrism of the discipline, and that is something that I appreciate most about this class. Doctor Leib 

always took the time to make sure that the material in class was well explained, and he always made sure that office hours were 

plenty and available. He took the time to respond to our projects, and he did so meaningfully. By that I mean that he took the time 

to comment on the works, and to explain what was good and that which needed fixing. Finally, Doctor Leib really did teach me a 

new way of doing philosophy that goes beyond the traditional paradigm within which we find ourselves.

I really enjoyed that the course was more focused on the understanding of the concepts taught in class, rather than the writing. 

The assignments had some writing included, but they were more focused on how we understood the lessons from class by giving us 

hands on assignments.

I liked the highly active quality of the course. Unlike most philosophy courses that require the student to hunker down to read and 

write continuously, this course included some optional assignments that called for hours of engagement outdoors, or in 

non-academic environments. These assignments break the monotony of academia and give the student a chance, or even an excuse, 

to dedicate time to exposing themselves to different environments and new ways of seeing the world around them. I also think this 

course has promise as a philosophical exploration of images that appears to be more and more relevant as our everyday lives are 

spent among them. I particularly enjoyed studying the ethical implications of image production as a ubiquitous social activity and 

how this relates to professional photojournalism.

I liked Dr. Leib's thorough and engaging style, especially for such an interesting subject. I especially enjoyed the fact that this is 

likely the most unique course I have ever taken. I would also say that the class is extremely interactive and challenging.
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I enjoyed the variety of assignments and the opportunity to publish my own photo book.

Eye opening experience that gave me an new understanding about the world of photography and other media. I would recommend 

this course for any student.

How could this course be improved?
This course could be improved by including material from graphic design and new media. As time goes on, fewer and fewer images 

will be generated without a digital footprint. A segment of artificially generated images or image manipulation would be a 

fascinating addition to end the semester with. I couldn't help myself from thinking about the 'philosophy of film' throughout the 

semester, and I think it's because GIFs and images with motion seem to me to be equally relevant. Also, I found it difficult to follow 

some of the texts. French philosophers have a frustratingly roundabout way of writing that does a disservice to their points. I'd be 

interested to read other aesthetic texts from philosophers of film or philosophy of digital art.

Not really sure. Usually I have recommendations.

I would suggest perhaps lessen the focus on looking through photobooks during class time, because it usually eats into the lecture. I 

would also suggest perhaps making the photo journals bi-weekly assignments and/or reduce the number of larger photo projects. 

These assignments were a lot of fun but juggling them with the extensive readings (plus three other classes of workload) made it 

difficult to keep up with them and produce solid work.

I think this course could be improved by having students do the same amount of projects but on a more frequent basis, such that 

the workload is spread out a little more throughout the semester. I know that some think that an essay here and there might help, 

but I think that this class is unique in that it breaks with the logocentrism by exploring philosophy through images, and essay 

assignments would be antithetical to that.

I think that there should be more time dedicated to critiquing and looking over each other's works. I thought we would be looking at 

each other's photo projects throughout the semester and discuss them and their philosophical relevance to the material covered. 

Overall I had a very positive experience and would recommend this class.

Additional Comments and suggestions.
This was my favorite class of the semester and probably one of the most innovative classes I have ever taken. Keep it up!

This was an interesting class that I honestly wouldn't have taken had there been a more foundational course available such as 

epistemology, metaphysics, philosophy of law, analytic philosophy, or even philosophy of film. However, because none of these  I'm 

happy to have partaken in a unique class that gave me a better understanding of photography as an art form and a means of 

communicating ideas.

Professor Leib is amazing he should definitely teach this class again.
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One of my favorite courses of my 4 years at FAU

I really enjoyed the class. It did not feel like a regular class where students are just lectured and force to take notes and do 

homework. The class felt like a constant conversation that continued up to the end of the semester, connecting the readings and 

the lessons throughout the semester. The assignments had their level of difficulty, but they felt more of a participation activity 

rather than just homework. The class did not feel forced or overwhelming.

I hope this class is offered again, such that others can experience this. It is without a doubt that this class changed the way in 

which I think about images, but also, and more importantly, the way in which I think about philosophy. I would make this course 

part of the required curriculum, because while it is not part of the tradition, I think the focus on the image reveals the underlying 

structure of reality that we construct through language. Language is full of signs- signifiers and signifieds, and images are beyond 

that. They are a way to get beyond the traditional paradigm. They are the amalgamations of absences that coalesce to make 

meaning on its own.
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