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PHP 4782: Phenomenology 

Professor Leib 

Florida Atlantic University 

Second Reflection Paper 

 

Due March 30st at 11:59pm (so you can enjoy the philoSOPHIA conference Fri-Sat) to 

Blackboard in .doc or .docx format (no .pdfs, no .pages, etc.) 

 

READ EVERYTHING CAREFULLY AT LEAST TWICE BEFORE BEGINNING. READ 

EARLY, GIVE YOURSELF TIME TO THINK THINGS THROUGH. 

 

For your second reflection, I want you to explore the world-forming capacities of everyday 

phrases. Several are given below, and I would like you to stick to them. Something important about 

the world is that it is given to us, and we do not get to make up our own. As with the world, so 

with forms of speech.   

 

Assignment: Think of the way in which Iris Marion Young’s phenomenological essay “Throwing 

like a Girl” is structured. Go back and look at it, outline it if it helps you, and pay attention to how 

it is put together. It begins with a commonly understood, pejorative phrase—“You throw like a 

girl”—and it attempts to find a much larger structure of feminine frustration and contraction 

expressed, or embodied, by this phrase. What is more, Young did this with only authors we have 

read in the past several weeks (Merleau-Ponty, Beauvoir). For this assignment, I would like you 

to try something similar with one of the following phrases:  

 

• Why can’t he just take the stairs like everyone else? 

• How do you work this stupid piece of junk? 

• Don’t say she is a flake. 

• Who cares if the trash men are going to be really angry with us this week? 

• One can never be too sure with someone like him. 

• Is it organic? 

• You should not have run that red light. 

 
This is an exercise both in slowing down time (each of these takes only a second to say) and taking 

words seriously. Chances are one of these phrases produces an entire social or cultural scenario 

for you, and I want you to explore that. We have a strong enough ‘everyday’ cultural understanding 

to do this authoritatively. Your classmates should benefit in some way from your ‘study’ of this 

phrase. This time, I do not want a narrative of events in a fictional setting. I do not want fiction. 

Hypothetical scenarios are likely okay. In short, I want you to explore the overtones, undertones, 

cultural associations, categorical judgments, and positive or negative light in which these words 

paint a situation. Be orderly, don’t needlessly paraphrase or equivocate, but do draw associations 

and implications. Look back to Young’s essay and see how she must have clearly outlined her 

essay before filling in the details of her argument.  
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Note: You may use outside research, but try to find sources of at least newspaper quality credibility 

(articles/books/Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy, of course, are welcome). Certain authors we 

have read, remember, are useful for talking about different kinds of insights. They have made this 

task easier for us by pointing out important structures of our own experience already.  

 

• Heidegger, for instance, talks about the experience of being engaged in a task. He also talks 

about the way public structures, like roads, signal there are other people in the world ‘with’ 

us (whom he calls ‘the random, the average’).  

• Merleau-Ponty talks about how we relegate many things to the ‘I can’ of the habitual body, 

rather than the ‘I think’ of consciousness. He also talks about how our being-in-the-world 

is a matter of opening our bodies to the world.  

• Levinas talks about how any attempt to define another person before letting them speak for 

themselves is to treat the Other violently. He also gives us an ontological argument for 

having care for others.  

• Sartre’s ‘bad faith’, on the other hand, is instrumental for noticing how we sometimes 

essentialize ourselves and flee the freedom of being a ‘for-itself’ in an attempt to be ‘for-

others’. Etc. 

 

Guidelines: Cite our course texts as frequently as possible. For both direct and indirect citations, 

you may cite in-text using author’s name (not ‘PR’, not the editor’s name, etc.) and the page 

number. For example: (Levinas 515).  

 

For quotations that help explain the point you want to make in the author’s original words, please 

use footnotes. For example, you might write:  

 

I cannot use the phrase ‘I heard nothing’ in a meaningful way because I have 

heard it, and every hearing is a hearing ‘of’ something.1  

 

Use MLA bibliographic style. I am expecting about 8 points of citation over 4 pages. 

 

I look forward to reading your essays! 

 

 

 

                                                      
1 As Heidegger writes: “Intentio literally means directing-itself-toward. Every lived experience, every psychic 

comportment, directs itself toward something. Representing is a representing of something, recalling is a recalling of 

something...” (Heidegger 258).  
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