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Syllabus PHI 1000-020, -024 
Villanova University, Spring 2015 

Tolentine 310A 
Prof. Robert Leib 

robert.leib@villanova.edu 
 

Office Hours: Tuesday and Thursday 11:30-1:00 in the 1st floor Falvey Cafe 
 

PHI 1000: Knowledge, Reality, Self 
 
Course Goals: 
 

1) Be able to articulate the relationship between knowledge, reality, and self in the ancient, 
modern, and contemporary worlds, as well as the key differences between these 
worldviews. 
2) Be able to define and use meaningfully the key concepts listed under each section of the 
course in the reading schedule, while acknowledging some of the ways in which these 
definitions remain complicated or obscure. 
3) Be able to formulate a proper thesis in the context of a philosophical essay in which 
clear reasons and textual evidence are given in support of that thesis. 
4) Be able to articulate some of the key ways in which the Internet and social media are 
progressively altering our notions of knowledge, reality, and self. 
5) Be able to speak meaningfully about some of the unique political and philosophical 
issues Americans face since September 11th, 2001. 

 
Required Texts: 
 

1) Aeschylus, The Oresteia  (ISBN-13: 978-0140443332) 
2) Plato, The Republic of Plato (ISBN-13: 978-0465069347) 
3) Thomas Aquinas, Treatise on Law (ISBN-13: 978-0895267054) 

 
All other texts will be available through Blackboard. You will need to PRINT your own copies of 
these texts and bring them to class with you on the days they are assigned so that we may look at 
quotations in class or work through complex passages together. Unless you have a documented 
condition that requires the use of a laptop or other electronic device in the classroom, you may not 
use any such device during class. It would be good to get a three-ring binder to help keep these 
printed materials and other course handouts organized. 
 
All required media content available through the course Google Drive media folder, which is 
accessible through Blackboard 
 
Required Writing:  
 
You will be required to write short reflections (about 150 words) on many of the class readings 
and media prior to the class session in which we will be discussing them. This will be a substantial 
element of your participation grade for the course (which is 10% of your final grade, i.e. the 
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difference between an A and a B). These questions will be posted on the “Course Content” section 
of BlackBoard, under the entry for their corresponding text. 

 
You will be required to write short reflections (about 150 words) on many of the class readings 
and media prior to the class session in which we will be discussing them. This will be a substantial 
element of your participation grade for the course (which is 10% of your final grade, i.e. the 
difference between an A and a B). These questions will be posted as blogs on Blackboard at the 
time you should complete them. The individual entries on the content homepage of Blackboard 
will indicate when you have a blog post to complete.  
 
Requirements and Grading Scheme: 
 
Three Papers- 85%: You will have to complete three 4-page papers throughout the semester. 
Papers will be submitted via BlackBoard (electronic submission of .doc or .docx file) by 5 pm on 
the day they are due. The first two will be worth 30% of your final grade; the final will be worth 
25%. 
 
Participation- 15%: Regular attendance and class preparation will contribute greatly to your final 
grade. Please come to class on time, with the assigned homework completed, and be familiar with 
the assigned text.  
 
 Components of participation: 

a) Thoughtful responses to daily reflection questions 
b) Class Attendance  
c) Participation in class discussions 
d) Asking relevant questions. If you have questions please ask!  
e) Completing assignments on time 

 
Attendance Policy:  
 
Attendance for this course is not optional, and there will be a sign-in sheet for each session. You 
may have two unexcused absences without any negative consequences. After these (the first two 
unexcused absences), percentage points will be deducted from your final grade for every 
unexcused absence. If you have more than five unexcused absences you will receive an F for 
your final grade. This is university policy. Please note that missing the class does not mean an 
automatic extension on all papers or assignments that happen to be due that day. If you know you 
will be unable to attend class, please email me, preferably beforehand. Absences for which you 
have a documented excuse (such as a doctor’s note) will not count toward this total. However, in 
order to receive participation for missed classes, you will have to complete whatever assignments 
may have been given while you were gone in a timely manner.  
 
Late Work:   
 
Late papers will be penalized one-third of a letter grade each day they are late, including weekend 
days (say from a B+ to a B). If you know in advance that you will need an extension, please contact 
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me as soon as possible to see what can be done. Extensions on papers will not be granted less than 
24 hours before they are due except under extenuating circumstances.  
 
Grade Appeals:  
 
Any appeal for a grade change must be submitted to me in writing (via email) along with a digital 
copy of the assignment in question. After I have had the chance to review the assignment and re-
grade it, we may meet in person to talk about it if you wish.  
 
Writing Center:  
 
This is an excellent resource to get assistance on your written work, and there are even Philosophy 
graduate students there to assist you that you can request specifically.  

 
The website can be found at: http://www.writingcenter.villanova.edu 

 
 

Reading Schedule (subject to change due to weather): 
 
  
Part 1: Ancient Ideas of Community and Justice 
 
 Key Concepts: justice, piety, goodness, the polis, censorship, virtue   
 
Jan 13]  Course Introduction 
 
Jan 15]  Aeschylus: The Eumenides  
 

Jan 20]  Plato: Euthyphro (on Bb) 
 
Jan 22]  Plato: Republic, book 1  
 
Jan 27]  Plato: Republic, book 2  
 
Jan 29]  Plato: Republic, book 3  
 
Feb 3]  (Paper 1 given) Plato: Republic, book 4  
 
Part 2: The Individual and the Modern State 
 
 Key concepts: human nature, freedom, right, force, state, sovereignty 
 
Feb 5]  Thomas Aquinas: Treatise on Law, Questions 91-92 (on Bb) 
 
Feb 10]  Aquinas: Treatise on Law, Questions 94, 95 (articles 1-2 only), and 96  
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Feb 12]  (Paper 1 Due) Niccolo Machiavelli: The Prince, Dedication & Ch. 6-7, 15-17   
 
Feb 17]  Machiavelli: The Prince, Chapters 18, 19, 21-23, 25 
 
Feb 19]  Thomas Hobbes: Leviathan, Chapter 13 (on Bb) 
 
Feb 24]  Hobbes: Leviathan, Chapter 14-15  
 
Feb 26]  Hobbes: Leviathan, Chapters 17-18, 21  
 
Spring Break  
 
Mar 10]  John Locke: 2nd Treatise on Government chapters 1-3 (on Bb) 
 
Mar 12]  (Paper 2 Given) Locke: 2nd Treatise on Government, chapters 4-5  
 
Mar 17]  Locke: 2nd Treatise on Government, chapters 7-8  
 
Mar 19]  Locke: 2nd Treatise on Government, chapters 9, 17-18  
 
Part 3: Contemporary Issues We Face 
 
 Key Concepts: capital, corporate advertising, ‘reality’, security, terror 
 
Mar 26]  Harvey: selections from Seventeen Contradictions and the End of Capitalism; Also: 
 

Alex Park: "10 Supreme Court Rulings--Before Hobby Lobby--That Turned Corporations 
into People"       

  
Nina Totenberg: "When did Companies Become People? Excavating the Legal 
Tradition"  

 
Mar 31]  (Paper 2 Due) Naomi Klein, No Logo: Introduction & Chapter 1; Also:  
 

Facebook Blog: “Making Ads Better and Giving People More Control Over the Ads They 
See” 
 
Geoffrey A. Fowler: “What You Can Do About Facebook Tracking” 
 
Alexei Oreskovic: “Facebook Is Now Tracking You Even More Closely For Its Ads” 

 
Apr 2]  No Class (Easter) 
 
Apr 7] Klein, No Logo, Chapter 8, Lyons: Mown I’d the Tome. Also: 
 
 Erik K. Clemons: “Can Google Influence an Election?” 
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Jon Christian: “From “Preggers” to “Pizzle”: Android’s Bizarre List of Banned Words” 
 
Apr 9]  Baudrillard: from Screened Out, “Disneyworld Company” & “TV Fantasies”  
 
Apr 14]  (Final Essay Given) Black MirrorS01E02 discussion: “Fifteen Million Merits” 
 
Apr 16]  Radiolab: “60 Words”, Elisabeth Tonnard: Enduring Freedom. Also: 
 

DHS.gov: “Preventing Terrorism and Enhancing Security” 
 
Gregory D. Johnsen: “60 Words And A War Without End: The Untold Story Of The 
Most Dangerous Sentence In U.S. History” 

 
Apr 21]  Giorgio Agamben: “Security and Terror”, “No to Bio-Tattooing”. Also: 
 

Bob Sullivan: "Privacy vs. Security: 'False Choice' Poisons Debate on NSA Leaks" 
 
Apr 23]  Butler: from Precarious Life, “Explanation, Exoneration, or What We Can Hear”; Also: 

William Frank & Zainab Jawhar from The Veteran’s Book Project 
 
   The Veterans' Book Project 
  
Apr 30]  Black Mirror S02E03 discussion: “The Waldo Moment” 
 
 

Final Essay Due at Finals Period 
 
 
 
 
  


