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Philosophy 140, Ursinus College 

Summer: Monday-Friday, 9-11:00  
Prof. Robert Leib, robert.leib@villanova.edu  

Rev Prof. Charles Rice, crice@ursinus.edu 
 

Office: Lower Level Bomberger Hall, Office Hours: by appointment, 610-409-3674 
 

Applied Ethics: Analyzing Moral Issues 
 
To have real conversation with people may seem like such a simple, obvious suggestion, but it 
involves courage and risk.     —Sir Thomas Moore 
 
Public good doesn’t automatically follow from private virtue. A person’s moral character, sterling 
though it may be, is insufficient to serve the cause of justice, which is to challenge the status quo, 
to try to make what’s legal more moral, to speak truth to power, and to take personal or concerted 
action against evil, whether in personal or systemic form. 
        —William Sloane Coffin 
 
The philosophers have only interpreted the world, in various ways; the point is to change it. 

—Karl Marx 
 
If I am not for myself, who will be? If I am only for myself, who am I?  
        —Rabbi Hillel  
 
Transformation equals critical reflection/thinking [about ourselves and the world we live in] plus 
literacy.       —bell hooks 
 
When I dare to be powerful--to use my strength in the service of my vision, then it becomes less 
and less important whether I am afraid.   —Audre Lorde  
 
I think my generation, and those who followed, have changed the understanding of what school is 
and what it does in society.  That is, I believe we have substantially changed the conversation.  I 
don’t think mainstream scholars, politicians or reformers could argue with legitimacy today that 
education has nothing to do with the political-economic contexts of schools and neighborhoods.  
And it would be difficult to assert convincingly that race, social class and gender do not impact 
learning in significant ways.  School, it is now widely understood, is an institution that is not 
socially neutral, but tends to be strongly supportive of the system and its mainstream ideas—and 
thus, those who profit most from these.   —Jean Anyon 
 
Justice is what love looks like in public. 
        —Cornel West 
 
Love does not begin and end the way we seem to think it does. Love is a battle, Love is a war; 
Love is a growing up.      — James Baldwin 
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Course Description: The course is designed to teach students how to think creatively and 
constructively when confronted with ethical issues. The course will examine concepts of 
personhood, rights, and justice. We will also examine the virtues of compassion, love, and the 
application of ethics to social justice concerns such as: sexuality, education, race, gender, poverty, 
and strategies of social activism. 
  
Further the course will challenge students to become critical thinkers and to look beyond their 
embedded cultural myths and assumptions. By means of directed discussions, readings, and 
questions, such as: (1) what does it mean to be a “moral responsible self”? (2)What is the 
relationship between history, responsibility, and ethics? (3) What is critical thinking? And how 
does it assist in learning to recognize contradictions in our own cultural myths? Can all 
perspectives be true? What evidence do we have for the validity of each? Is there some way to 
reconcile them? Are there still other alternatives?  
 
Class participation: (20%) Attendance is mandatory. Unexcused absences will result in a 
significant grade reduction (after one [1] unexcused absence a student’s grade will be reduced by 
10%). 
 
Your participation grade will be calculated as follows: class attendance; one (1) class 
presentation in which you will serve as a guest facilitator. Facilitating means introducing the 
material/class readings, to do so, please construct an outline, for submission. 
 
The outline must include: 1) the major thesis/theses, 2) the general argument/s, and 
3) topics/questions to start discussion. Remember that your classmates are there to help you by 
participating (see guidelines for class participation), and preparing their own sets of discussion 
questions; occasional reading inquiries, and attendance at required films and events. 
 
Discussion guidelines: In order to establish a climate of critical thinking, open discussion, keeping 
in mind that we will be discussing controversial and highly-charged issues, we will agree to abide 
by the Critical Thinker’s Manifesto and keep a watchful eye out for violations.  
 
The Critical Thinker’s Manifesto 
We do not believe everything we hear or read. 
We question everything that does not make sense to us. 
We question things that do make sense to us. 
We re-read and re-listen when we think we’ve missed something. 
We keep an eye out for sophistry. 
We analyze the author’s or speaker’s tone, intent, attitude, and bias. 
We analyze arguments and reject those with faulty reasoning. 
We check the facts at least twice before believing them. 
We analyze the terms that are being used. 
We think about the truth of the premises. 
We support our own beliefs with facts and sound arguments. 
We will not be unreasonable by maintaining bad arguments after they have been pointed out to us. 
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We will be critical thinkers regarding matters of morality. 
 
Note: Following the guidelines suggested above will assist you on the path to becoming good 
critical thinkers. Keep in mind that all opinions are not equal: those which are grounded upon 
good arguments and evidence should be considered better than those which are not.  
 
Written assignments: (40%) Students will write two (2) papers: the 1st will be written this summer 
and the 2nd will be a journal [to include readings and films]. NO late paper will be accepted.  
 
Examinations: (40%) There will be three exams: two summer exams and one fall final exam.  
 
Academic Honesty: You must never take credit for work that is not your own. In an exam, that 
means answering questions without the help of others. In a course like this, that means that your 
papers must be written in your own words and comprise your own ideas, except for passages (either 
direct quotations or paraphrases) that you identify with a citation as being the work of someone 
else. You are responsible for knowing the rules on academic honesty and plagiarism spelled out in 
the Ursinus Freshman Handbook. 
 
Required Texts:  

x James Baldwin, The Fire Next Time;  
x Judith Boss, Analyzing Moral Issues;  
x Alice Walker, Possessing the Secret of Joy;  
x Ali Michael, Raising Race Questions;  
x bell hooks, all about love;  

 
Note: all articles available on Canvas 
 
Summer Reading/Class Schedule I 
Note:  This schedule presupposes that you will read and understand the readings mostly on your 
own. The majority of class time will be spent discussing the moral implications of the readings. 
 
Monday, July 18: Introduction 

x Course objectives, aims, and requirements 
x Article: David Foster Wallace – Commencement Speech at Kenyon College, May 2005  

 
Tuesday, July 19: Relativism, Morality, and Religion 

x Textbook: “Moral Philosophy,” “What is the Purpose of Moral Theories?” and “The 
Types of Moral Theories”; “Relativism in Ethics”; “Moving Beyond Ethical 
Relativism”; “Cultural Relativism”; “Morality and Religion”; “Universality and 
Religious Ethics”; “Universal Moral Theories”, pgs. 1-18 

x Article: William Sloane Coffin: “The Authority of the Bible” 
 
Wednesday, July 20:  Utilitarianism and Deontology 
Textbook: “Ethical Egoism”; “Utilitarianism”; “Deontology: The Ethics of Duty”; “Rights-Based 
Ethics” pgs. 19-38  

x Textbook: Ayn Rand, from The Fountainhead, pgs. 49-51  
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x Textbook: John Stuart Mill, from Utilitarianism, pgs. 53-55  
x Textbook: Immanuel Kant, from Fundamental Principles of the Metaphysic of 

Ethics, pgs. 56-60 
x Article: Anu Partanen,“What Americans Don’t Get About Nordic Countries” 

 
Thursday, July 21: Virtue, Empathy, and Ethics  

x Textbook: “Virtue Ethics”; “Conclusion”, pgs. 38-43 
x Textbook: Aristotle, from Nicomachean Ethics, pgs. 44-48  
x Textbook: Nel Noddings, from Caring: A Feminine Approach to Ethics and Moral 

Education pgs. 66-69 
 
Friday, July 22: Morality, and Eastern Philosophy 

x Textbook: Confucius, from The Analects, pgs. 69-72 
x Textbook: Thich Nhat Hanh, The Five Mindfulness Trainings, pgs. 72-74 
x Reading and Learning Opportunity Test [Hourly Exam] 
x Content Review 
x Film: Beauty in Truth [after lunch viewing] 

 
Monday, July 25: First Examination 
 
Tuesday, July 26: Relativism, Universalism, and Human Rights Applied  

x Read all of Possessing the Secret of Joy; discussion groups 
x Article: IRIN, selections from Razor’s Edge: The Controversy of Female Genital 

Mutilation  
x Short Film: Razor’s Edge: The Controversy of Female Genital Mutilation 

 
Wednesday, July 27: Relativism, Universalism, and Human Rights Applied 

x Continue discussion,  Possessing the Secret of Joy 
x Article: Nussbaum, “Women’s Capabilities and Social Justice” 

 
Thursday, July 28: Feminist Thought and Oppression 
 Textbook: Feminism, Motherhood, and the Workplace, pgs. 376-388 

x Article: Iris Young, “Five Faces of Oppression” 
 
Friday, July 29: Ethics Applied: College, Sex, and Relationships  
 Group Exercise 
Textbook: Sexual Intimacy and Marriage, pgs. 324-334 

x Article: E. Marquardt, “Hooking Up and Losing Power” 
x Article: Lois Pineau, “Date Rape: A Feminist Analysis” 
x Article: Peggy Orenstein, “On ‘Girls & Sex’ And the Importance of Talking to Young 

Women About Pleasure” 
x Short Film: TED Talk, Jackson Katz, “Violence Against Women – It’s a Men’s Issue” 

 
Monday, August 1: Marginalized Voices within Democratic Citizenship 

x Claudia Rankine, selections from Citizen (2014) 
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x Article: Cornel West, "Democracy Matters Are Frightening in Our Time" 
x Short Film: From 2007: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6BHXgn730aM   
x Short Film: Examined Life (2008): 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xfD3X3f5C_w 
x Article: Audre Lorde, "The Uses of Anger" 

 
Tuesday, August 2: The New Jim Crow and Democratic Resistance 

x Article: Cynthia Willett and Julie Willett, "Trayvon Martin and the Tragedy of the New 
Jim Crow," from Pursuing Trayvon Martin, ed. George Yancy and Janine Jones  

x Article: Michelle Alexander- The New Jim Crow, Introduction 
x Article: Cornel West, Democracy Matters, Chapter 2 and Chapter 7 

 
Wednesday, August 3: Social Media and the Limits of Worldview 

x Article: Claire Cain Miller, “How Social Media Silences Debate”  
x Short Film: TED Talk by Eli Pariser, “Beware Online Filter Bubbles”  
x Data and analysis from Israel/Palestine and from American social media following the 

Ferguson verdict 
x Article: Rich Andrew, “Fakebook”  
x Article: Anonymous, #LoveConquersAll: Waking Up From Instagram”  
x Article: “Cool ratios” on Instagram: https://websta.me/hot 
x Article: Elizabeth Day, #BlackLivesMatter: The Birth of a New Civil Rights 

Movement”  
 
Thursday, August 4: A War with Words 

x Article: George Orwell, “Appendix on Newspeak” from 1984  
x Leib, News Pack: Political Correctness & Radical Islamic Terrorism 
x Article: Judith Butler, “Explanation and Exoneration; Or: What We Can Hear” from 

Precarious Life 
 
Friday, August 5: Second Examination 
 
 
  


